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EDITORIAL

At long last, a story from Bevan
Walker on his trip with Craig
Hornblow around Fiordland in the
summer of 1990. Their trip was quite
a remarkable achievement consider-
ing that thefirst trip from Te Waewae
Bay to Jacksons Bay took Max
Reynolds and myself 27 days, and
evennow | still consider thisstretch of
coastline one of the most committing
in the world in terms of frequency of
bad weather, rough seas, and paucity
of sheltered landings. | would suggest
that the development of lightweight,
kevlar kayaksand the deepdraft over-
stern rudder contributed to Bevan and
Craig's success. Max and | paddling
65 pound kayaks (unladen weight)
and using matchbox size, semi-re-
tractable skegs, considered 30 miles
in one day quite exceptional whereas
Craig and Bevan nudged 50 mileson
their good days.

The story by Phil Handford of a
successful Foveaux Strait crossing
also reflects on the importance of
sound research, planning and physi-
cal training as integral ingredients of
asafe trip or expedition.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

1994 COASTBUSTERS- AUCKLAND
14-16 OCTOBER

The annual Coastbusters Sea Kayak-
ing Symposiumisto beheldin Auck-
land over the weekend of October 14
to 16. It will beheld at theMarineand
Recreation Centre (MERC) at Long
Bay on Auckland's North Shore. The
programme will be a combination of
keynote speakers, panel discussions,
workshops and practical sessions of
the water. Manufacturers and retail-
erswill be in attendance to show the
latest in boats and equipment.

On Sunday morning there will be
an announcement concerning amajor
event in the Auckland sea kayaking
calendar for 1995.

MERC offers full accommodation
but with alimit of 55 beds. Delegates
are advised to book early asup to 100
people are expected to attend. To ob-
tain a copy of the programme and a
registration form, contact MERC by
telephoning (09) 473 0714

or fax (09) 473 1945

KAYAKER SAVESDINGHY
OCCUPANTS. SALVAGE
RIGHTSREJECTED!.

by John Kirk-Anderson

I’m not sure whether to paint aRed
Cross or a Jolly Roger on the side of
my kayak. After the fun and games of
the KASK forum, | thought I’ d prac-
tised enough rescues for awhile, but
no such luck. Surf was up at Sumner
and | had aSeahawk out from Topsport
for aplay. The surf wastopping out at
around two metreswhen | saw aruna-
bout launch into the surf zone. | soon
lost interest as| chosethat moment to

missaroll and grovel ashore. Hoping
no-one would notice me empty the
boat, | skulked back out intimeto see
what | thought was a bloody great
shark fin. By the time my eyes had
climbed back into their sockets| real-
ized it was the bow of the runabout
reaching for thesky. | beat acoupleof
wave riders to the scene, mindful of
the spoils. A young girl and her
granddad were clinging to the boat as
surf knocked them around while Dad
was doing a runner, swimming for a
dinghy about 50m away. | got thetwo
away from the boat and they played
cling-ons as the surf blasted over the
top. With them lying on their backs
(they were both wearing buoyancy
vests) and kicking we were able to
make good progress. | don't recom-
mend a couple of swimmers asare-
placement for paddles however. As
soon as they were on the dinghy, the
Sumner lifeboat arrived to claim the
glory. The wave riders and | tried to
claimsalvagerightsontheoverturned
runabout but our cries fell on desf
ears. We paddled around collecting
the million-and-one things that had
floated freewhile seagullscleaned up
the soggy biscuits and bread rolls.
Theboat wastowed to shore, blowing
bubbles and getting lower with every
wave. Once close to the lifeboat sta-
tionthe* headlesschicken’ surfaced. |
landed and watched some 10 chiefs
yelling instructions to three guys on
the tow boat. After watching for five
minutes, | wandered into the water
withatow ropeandassistedin pulling
the boat onto the ramp. My claimsto
salvagerightswerebrushed asidesol
gave up and went paddling.
John Kirk-Anderson
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135DAYSAT SEA

A Sea Kayaking Odyssey in
Fiordland - February 1990

by Bevan Walker

DAY 1- TeWaewae Bay to

Green |dlets

It was 12.20pm and we had just bro-
kenout throughthesurf at TeWaewae
Bay. We had been planning for this
trip for quite sometimeand at last we
were on our way. The team included
Craig Hornblow, Keith Dekkers and
myself. Keith wasgoingto comehalf
way with us, up to Doubtful Sound
then go over Wilmot Pass to Lake
Manapouri. Craig and myself were
heading for Jacksons Bay in South
Westland. | had undertaken several
kayaking trips in Fiordland but had
never been right around theoutsidein
one go and never on the south coast
before.

Our Nordkappswereheavily loaded
with amonth’s supplies. An average
swell wasrollinginand aswepaddled
around Sand Hill Point it startedtolift
and a 15 knots south-east breeze was
nearly directly astern. Conditionswere
really good - the day was warm and
the swell and alump on top whipped
up by the following breeze. With
such good conditions, quite rare on
this south coast, we wanted to go all
day and land just before dark.

Weheaded past Sand Hill Point and
pointed the bows westwards. Two
fishing boatswere out to sea, bobbing
inamongsttheswell. Thiswaskayak-
ing atitsbest. Wewasted notimeand
Long Point was in the distance - a
headland that juts out to sea, past the
river that flowsout of L ake Poteriteri.
This part of the coast land is heavily
bushed, low lying round-topped hills
and numerous reefs, some of them
extending several kilometres out to
sea.

The day was getting on and we
could see the sun lowering to the
horizon. We passed Big River with
conditionsstill thesameandinthefar
distance we could see another head-
land. ‘That must be Green Islets
which would be our first camp, for |
knew the small boat landing had nu-
merous rocksthat jut out and some of
them have archways through them.
With less than an hour of light left as
we approached Green Idlets the sun

was very close to the horizon. We
were surrounded by breaking waves.
We had to find a channel to go over
thisreef. It waslow tide.

Craig and Keith were just behind
me as | approached the reef. A large
wave lifted me up and | surfed down
it'ssteep face. Over the shallow reef
andinto smooth water, | glanced over
my shoulder and saw Keith knocked
sidewayswith abreaking wavebut he
rounded the Nordkapp up and soon
they were alongside me on calm wa-
ter. It was a step-out landing on a
sandy beachrisingtoasmall flat piece
of land with a steep cliff behind. We
made camp in fading light, had tea
and climbed into our sleeping bags. It
wasagreat feeling. Wehad achieved
over sixty kms in eight and a half
hours non stop. This coast is wide
open to the Southern Ocean and we
could see by the driftwood that some
massive storms must come this way.

DAY 2 - Green Idletsto
Cape Providence
Weare up beforethe sun, asmall fire
going, cooking our breakfast. The
sun lifted up over the horizon and
shone through one of the headland’ s
archways. It looked promising for a
good day’ s paddle around Puysegur
Point, the south-western extremity of
the South Island and considered the
crux of akayaking trip around Fiord-
land. The tide was half out as we
pushed off. Joining alight south-east
breeze we rounded the headland of
Green Isletsand turned the Nordkapp
bows to the west. As we were ap-
proaching Long Reef we could see
waveshbreakingwell outtosea. Toget
around this reef we had to go several
kilometres offshore and when we
turnedtothenorth-west thewindwas
lifting slightly in our favour. Round-
ing Windsor Point we could seeinthe
far distance the aerials by the auto-
matic lighthouse on Puysegur Point.
We dlipped inside Marshalls Rock
and where the swell was lifting and
breaking on the outside of this reef.
The kayaks were feeling lively,
bucking about in this chop and some-
times surfing. We rounded Puysegur
Point and headed into Otago Retreat.
Welanded inasmall cove on asandy
beach and walked up to the light-
house, once a well used track. The

light was once permanently manned
but two of the houses have now been
removed. The light is now powered
by batteries and charged by a solar
panel. Wehad lunch hereandlooking
to the north-west we could see Cape
Providenceinthedistance, our camp
for the evening.

We pushed off from our small cove
and round the outside of Coal Island
and across to Gulches Head, through
Break Adrift Passage, the sea was
lifting. GulchesHead isjagged with
numerous rocks sticking up. Across
to Chalky Island and around the out-
side and then straight into Landing
Bay at CapeProvidenceto Pickersgill
Harbour

Thiswasanother good landing ona
boulder beachin asheltered bay. We
moved the kayaks into the bush,
grabbed our overnight gear andwalked
through the bush on an overgrown
track to the outside coast. Down a
steep bank to ashingle beach wherea
cave was found. This was an old
sealers gang cave that was used last
century. It was a dry cave in all
weather, big enough to swing an axe
in. We made our first radio contact
and heard a marine forecast which
sounded good. Teawas cooking over
asmall fireat theentranceof thecave.
Thispart of Fiordlandisrarely visited
by kayaks and we were feeling very
pleased with our progress and the
conditions.

DAY 3 - Cape Providence

to Pickersgill Harbour

We were up early and walked down
the shingle beach to Cape Providence
where a cave goes right through the
headlandandintoLandingBay. Some
big seas must hit this headland; there
were logs well inside this cave. We
loaded the kayaks and we pushed of f
at low tide.

Around the cape to the north we
paddled. The tide was coming in
whichmeantwehad aheadtideall the
way. Cape Providence hasnumerous
offshore rocks which are just below
the surface. The cape is swept by
strong currentsand we could feel it as
we pushed into it. We met Cyril and
hiscrew mateonthe Sea Spray, acray
boat that fishesthe Providence coast.
Thispart of thecoastislow lyingwith
round topped hillsand in the distance
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we could see the Dark Cloud Range.
The wind was easing off as we pad-
dlied around West Cape, the western-
most extremity of New Zealand; a
small low lying headland with off-
shorereefs. Thereweremany mutton
birds on the water and we paddled
very close to them on our way to
Dusky Sound.

The sea was dropping as we pad-
dled past South Point at the entrance
of Dusky Sound. Many large
mollymawks would fly by and look
downupon us. Wefollowed the coast
into Dusky Sound, past Crayfish Is-
land and into Pickersgill Harbour
whereCaptain Cook wasoncemoored
for several weeks. We made camp
just above high tide. Looking up
Cooks Channel in the distance we
could see Cooper Island and on the
skyline Heath Mountains.

DAY 4 - Pickersgill Harbour

to Breaksea lsland

Wewoketo anovercast sky and ahint
of rain. We packed and checked out
the small harbour and visited a place
where Cook cut down the trees - As-
tronomers Point wherethey looked at
the stars to get their longitude and
latitude. And then on our way past
Low Island and Indian Island and into
Bowen Channel and up the Acheron
Passage. Resolutionlsland onour | eft
and the mainland on our right with
Wet Jacket Arm coming into thispas-
sage. We paddled to the northernend
of Resolution Island past Gilbert Is-
land and onto the inside of Breaksea
Island. Wedid somefishing hereand
caught many large cod for our teaand
then landed on aboulder beach. This
was a shorter day paddled than the
previous ones.

DAY 5 - Breaksea lsland

Wehad alittleliein. Webrought one
set of snorkelling gear withusandthis
was the day we were going to use it.
We spearfished around the inside of
theisland and looked at the seal s that
cameour way. Wewere camped next
to aseal colony. | was spearing fish
when | saw a seal swimming by with
alargegashinitsside. It must have
been bitten by a shark - | decided to
give the spear fishing a miss after
seeing that seal and got out of the
water. Wehad enoughfishfor severa

days. CraigandK eithhad a so speared
afew fish and we were cooking them
on the beach as darkness came in.

DAY 6 - Bresksealsland
to Dagg Sound
We were on the water early, just on
first light. Conditions still good but
thewind had shifted to the north-west
- this meant a slight headwind. We
paddled past Coal Bay and the sand
dunesat the head of thisbay are black
- likethecolour of coal. Thewindwas
lifting. Now and again a bresking
wavewould come our way. Thetuna
were jumping and we were getting
closer to Dagg Sound by now.
About midday as we entered Dagg
Sound, thewind wastoo strong for us
topaddle. Wemadecamponthenorth-
ern sideof the sound about threekilo-
metres in where a large river comes
down a steep valley. We fished and
that night feasted on cod.

DAY 7 - Dagg Sound to Deas Cove
Next day we were up early and head-
ing out of Dagg Sound. The sea had
dropped slightly but thewind wasstill
coming in. It was starting to lift a
little, more tuna jumping, past Black
Point and we could seetheentrance of
Doubtful Sound. The Hare's Ears
were sticking out - two rocks at the
entrance of the sound. The cloud was
dropping and the headwind was in-
creasing. Atlast weentered Doubtful
Sound. At the same time a large
cruiseshipwent into thefiord. It was
dwarfed by thelargemountainsrising
straight from sea level up to a thou-
sand metres and more; bush coming
downto the seaand waterfallsfalling
into the sound.

We left Keith at Bauza lsland - he
would paddie up to Deep Cove, bus
over Wilmot Pass, then paddle across
Lake Manapouri. Craig and myself
paddled past Blanket Bay and around
the southern tip of Secretary Island
into a grinding head wind. This was
painful. Squalls tore down the chan-
nel and blinded us sometimes, even
pushing us backwards.

We wanted to reach Deas Cove,
about six kilometres away with a
comfy hut, before night fall but we
could see a storm coming in. One
squall hit us; we just rafted up. Vis-
ibility wasjust afew metres. Wewere

pushed backwards. When it had
passed we powered on again into the
driving rain. This was one of the
worst headwinds | have been in. It
was an absolute physical drain, our
arm muscles stretched to the limit.
Wewereright against the east side of
the channel, just metres from shore
trying to get out of thisblinding wind
and sea which was getting whipped
upand blowing straight into our faces.
Metreby metreweground our way up
to Deas Cove. At last wewereinthe
shelter and paddied up to a perfect
landingwiththebush comingdownto
the high tide mark. At last we had
made it. Those wind squalls were
lifting over 40 knots. We had been on
the water ten and a half hours, com-
pleting 35 kms. Two hours longer
than day one and just over half the
distance covered. Head windsaregut
busters. Nothing is going to stop us
now. We are halfway - 230 kms
behind us.

DAY 8- Deas Cove

We woke up to a big storm outside.
No paddling today!! We just rolled
over in the sleeping bags and went
back to dleep. A north-west storm
was raging outside. It made the day
before look quite calm. We were
really happy to be in the comfort of
thiswarm hut. Wefinished therest of
our fish and had a good look at the
maps for the rest of the day and read
Some magazines.

DAY 9 - Deas Coveto Styles|sland,
Caswell Sound

The storm had passed. Conditions
looked okay, therain had gone, cloud
had lifted a little and the sound was
quiet. We packed and once again we
were out on the water. We were
wondering what conditionswere like
on the outside of the coast. We pad-
dled past Open Coveand wecould see
that it wasgoingto bealumpy ride. It
was a confused sea.  The north-west
storm had | eft a steep north-west roll
comingdownthecoast aswell asouth-
westroll comingup. Thesetwoswells
hitting each other made a very con-
fused water, lifting the swells into
steep faces. As well the sea was
hitting the cliffs and bouncing back
out to sea. It wasthe biggest confused
bit of water that | have ever been in.

J
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The swells were making their own
wind; in the troughs there was no
wind at all and when we were on the
crests we could feel a fresh breeze
blowing into our faces. As we pad-
dled past Nancy Sound, a couple of
kilometres offshore, we could see a
small cray boat dancing on top of the
wavesasit lifted its potsand dropped
them back over. We were making
good timeinthisbig seaand it didn’t
take long to reach Charles Sound.
This part of the coast is very steep,
rising from sealevel straight uptothe
snow grass with a very rocky coast-
line.

Past Nugget Point were somelarge
cathedral shaped rocks, sticking well
out of the sea We could see the
entrance of Caswell Sound but Craig
wasn't feeling the best. This large
confused sea was taking atoll on us.
Soweheadedinto Caswell passingon
the south side of Styles Island. We
landed on a smooth round-topped
ledge and pitched the tent just above
hightide. Therewasno running water
on the island but the storm had left
somewater in somerock poolswhich
we gathered.

That eveningwewalked to thewest
sideof theisland and we could seethe
sea was dropping and conditions
looked promising for tomorrow. This
small island was covered in bush and
we had a panorama view looking to-
wards the head of Caswell Sound.
Craig did somemorefishingtofill up
our larder andthat night wefeasted on
fresh cod.

DAY 10- Stylesldand

to Bligh Sound

Wewereup early, well before sun-up
and on the water just as it got light.
Thiswas aperfect morning with very
little wind and not much evidence of
the storm two days before. On past
Two Thumb Bay and along to L ook-
ing Glass Bay, past Round Head and
in the distance we could see House
Roof Rock. Thisisamassivebigrock
sticking out of water with a roof top
pitch to it. The sky was patchy with
cloud and now and againahint of rain
would comeour way. Wepaddled out
to seato go around this offshore reef
withwhitewater crashingover thetop
of it. Ahead wecould seetheentrance
to George Sound. A crayboat came

aong sideand the skipper said hewas
looking out for us. Cyril from down
the Providence coast had radioed
through and told him that we wereon
our way.

A headwind waslifting. Wedid not
want to go into George Sound as we
would haveto paddlein along way to
find aflat piece of land to camp. Our
speedwasd owed downwiththiswind.
We were opposite Catseye Bay, we
had been paddling al day against a
head breeze and head tide. Thiswas
agood chance to land. On the south
side of Catseye Bay a reef sticks out
which slows the south-west swell
down. Weentered the bay and surfed
onto a sandy beach. The sandflies
were very thick. We walked to the
northern end of the beach and back to
our kayaks. Wepushed off into alow
surf and out of the bay and headed to
the north-east. The head breeze had
now dropped leaving just a bit of a
lump on top of the south-west swell
that was always out to meet us. Pad-
dling around Flat Point, the southern
end of Bligh Sound, we decided to
push on to Sutherland Sound where
we wanted to explore. Thissoundis
quite different from the others. It has
a shallow sand spit over across its
mouth and a large estuary behind. It
had been along paddle and we could
feel the effect on our arms. We had
covered just over 50 kms. Approach-
ingtheentranceto the sound wecould
seethat wewould haveto paddle over
the bar and into the quiet water be-
hind. As| began to surf down asteep
wave, thestern of thekayak waslifted
up and the bow sank under. It broke
with aroar and fromthe cockpit tothe
rudder was under white foaming wa-
ter. After sometimethebow lifted up
and | was off like arocket. Thiswas
the best surf ride | had on the whole
trip. We made camp in the bush just
above high tide.

DAY 11 - Bligh Sound

to Milford Sound

We awoke to a perfect day and de-
cided to paddle up into the estuary.
Thetidewascoming inwhich pushed
usonourway. Thewater wasshallow
and up at the end of the sound rose a
large mountain. The sun was lifting
and made the surrounding mountains
look inviting. Many estuary birds

were in here, ducks, white herons,
oyster catchers. We turned and pad-
dled out back where we had come
from. We broke out through the surf
over the sand bar and out into the
deeper water and headed towards
Milford Sound. As we paddled past
Bell Point somelargebreaking swells
were lifting high on its jagged coast
line. Looking into Poison Bay we
could see some large mountains cov-
ered with ice. This is a very steep
coast linewith U-shaped valleysonce
carved out by the glaciers more than
10 thousand years ago.

The day was warming up and we
had a slight breeze behind us. This
was great to be making good time.
We rounded Fox Point and across to
Anita Bay the entrance to Milford
Sound. Welanded hereand set upthe
camp. | went for a spear fish and
caught somegood sizefishfor our tea.

DAY 12 - Milford Sound
to Martins Bay
We are up early. Cooked breakfast
over afireandwaitedfor it toget light
enough to leave Milford Sound and
up the coast to Martins Bay. Over-
nightanorth-westerly hadliftedwhich
meant we were pushing into more
headwinds. Around Y ates Point and
thewindsincreased onuptoNoMans
Beach. Thiswasgettingtoo muchfor
uswewere getting nowhere. Thesea
was lifting and the wind increasing.
We sneaked in behind a small head-
land and landed on a steep shingle
beach. We were here several hours
before pushing off about two hours
before dark. The wind had eased
dlightly allowing us to launch and
paddle up the coast to Martins Bay.
We landed at the southern end of
Martins Bay in between some rocks
on asandy beach. We made campjust
by someflax bushesjust high enough
to be out of the way of the breaking
surf. We cooked teaand then slid into
our sleeping bags and were soon

asleep.

DAY 13- Martins Bay

to Browns Refuge

We awoke to a noisy surf outside.
Thinking that it wastoo rough to push
onwejust lay and listened to the sea
outside. Thought we would have a
look. It had calmed down. Lets pack
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and go. We ate breakfast as we were
packing and were soon off the beach
on our way north.

Wepaddleddirectly acrosstheMar-
tinsBay to Long Reef. Theswell was
lifting up over the shallow reef sowe
keep well out to sea. AcrossBigBay
and around the northern point. Some
more big swellswerelifting and once
again we headed out to sea. Along
past Longridge Point, Gorge Island
and on up to Cutter Rocks. We were
lookingfor aplacetolandand Browns
Refuge looked like alikely place.

A boulder reef was sticking out to
sea and if we could sneak around
behind it we could have agood land-
ing. | wentinfirst catching oneof the
smaller surfing waves. Some large
roundtopped boulderswereall around
mebut | sneaked in between themand
landed on a sandy beach. Craig was
right behind me and had agood land-
ing. Therearenot many safelandings
up this coast but we managed to get
behind this shallow reef that stuck
out.

The day was only half gone so we
made camp and then explored the
beach. We could seethewreckage of
an old fishing boat that had been
thrown high and dry by a big storm
sometimeago. Duringtheday thesea
lifted with some large sets of surfing
waves coming into our little cove. It
was good to be on shore.

DAY 14 - Browns Refuge

to Jacksons Bay

Next morning we were up early and
packed, ready to push. It was too
dark, we had to wait a little to see
where we were going out over this
reef and then up the coast. Thiswas
our last day. Out to seawas blue sky
but over theland wasabig dark cloud.
The sun was shining through small
gapsin the cloud and it looked really
spooky.

Past Barn Bay Island some large
setsof swellswerecomingin. | would
not like to land on this part of the
coast. It looks worse than where we
landed the day before! We could see
Cascade Point in the distance and
once we were around that point we
were on the home straight.

Some very large sets of swells off
the coast of Cascade Point and we
werewell out to sea - several kilome-

tres. These swells must have been
lifting up to fivemetresand they were
hissing on the backs of them. When
we were in the troughs there was no
wind but on top of them we were
caught by thesouth-westwinds. There
were many Fiordland crested pen-
guinsaongthiscoast and they seemed
toliketheseconditions. Oncebeyond
Cascade Point the sea had calmed
down. The day warmed up and the
weather seemed to know that nothing
would stop usnow. Past Seal Rocks,

Stafford Bay, up past Smooth Water
Bay and around Jacksons Head. We
had made it! In thirteen and a half
days! 480 kilometres! Two days
without paddling. Thiswasseakayak-
ing at itsbest. What agreat trip! We
had food left over and we had done
what we had come to do. Welanded
at JacksonsBay not far fromthewharf.
We hitch hiked back to Southland to
pick up the vehicle and then back to
Jacksons Bay to pick up the kayaks
and back to Nelson.

Bevan Walker
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LETTERSTO THE EDITOR
KASK Forum paddle

| felt | had to write to put matters
straight about the forum paddie and
theslogto Picton. Itisof greatinterest
to see how the wind strength changes
ineachwriter’ saccount, from25knots
to 30 knots. It must be noted that not
a sail was seen in these conditions,
only motor craft.

According to the Beaufort Scale of
Wind Force, a25 knot wind falsinto
the category of Strong Breeze (mean
wind speed 2210 27 knots) while28to
33knot windsfall into the category of
aNear Gale. Itisvery hard to put an
exact figure on wind speed, asthe sea
conditions had not conformed to a
pattern at that time.

It was felt that the wind may well
havebeen 28to 33 knotswith stronger
gusts which may have exceeded 40
knotsfor brief periods, caused by the
steepnessof thesurrounding hills. All
| canaddtothedebateis, | wasgladto
get my feet on dry land, and was also
glad to be aive. By the way Harry
Litchwark and | had a frightening
encounter when the ferry seemed to
loom up very quick.

The question | ask myself iswould
| go out for a paddle in a 30 knot
breeze for the fun of it? And the an-
swer | keep getting isabig NO!

Michael Rossouw

Christchurch

L ogo/PANZ

1. I'vejust read my latest Sea Ca-
noeist Newsletter (51) andit wasgreat
to get such an extensive report on the
1994 SeaK ayak Forumat Pictonsince
| was unable to be there.

2. You had inserted asample of the
modified logo that Peter Sullivan had
beenworkingonfromGrahamEgarr’s
original. | think it is a great idea to
have a logo and it's good that you
invited comment on the design.

3. What concerns me with this
present draft of the logo is that it is
quite strongly male in appearance.
You and Sandy and various others
such as Brian Lodge in KASK have
made the effort to recognize and in-
volve the women who are already
involvedinseakayakingin New Zea-
land. I think this should be continue
by abit further work onthelogo, tothe
end that the figure paddling should

look, at the very least, unisex rather
than purely male. Thisisasubjective
response of mine, based on the fairly
broad shoulders and broad face with
what appears to be a beard from the
shadows underneath the face. Would
you liketo refer this query onto Peter
to seeif the graphic artist he hasbeen
using would like to work further on
the figure in thisway.

4. | suppose another matter that
arisespursuant tothedebriefing at the
Picton Sea Kayak Forum is whether
or not the person on the KASK logo
should be more obviously wearing
some form of life jacket. | would be
interested in the views of KASK on
this one.

5. Lastly it was good to see that
KASK hasjoined PANZ (Public Ac-
cess NZ) and Nora Flight is to be
commended for her summary of their
work intheir latest newsletter. PANZ
does excellent work on access any-
where throughout NZ and | am genu-
inely grateful for what they do. | have
been involved in the work on access
myself, although not through PANZ,
for the last five years and it's great
that there are volunteers out there.

6. | do have one area of concern
with respect to some of the ways
PANZ’ sviewsarerepresented. There
has been an occasional tendency to
portray the Maori as some kind of
deeply faulted bunch of New Zea
|landersbecausethey havevalidclaims
with respect to many areas of land
within New Zealand.

7. Generally speaking, the Maori
placetheir claimsbeforethe Waitangi
Tribunal in order that they be recog-
nized through the proper processes. |
understand from Bruce Mason, re-
searcher for PANZ, that it is not so
muchthat theMaori maketheseclaims
and havevalid claimsthat PANZ ob-
jectto; itiswhat the Crownmay doin
response to these valid claims that is
more a matter of concern.

8. | hopethat KASK will not every
fall into the same mistake of appear-
ing to slang Maori claims but rather
work actively in it's own right and
throughgroupssuchasPANZ toguide
the Crown towards sensible settle-
ment of the claims instead. | believe
Norahasdoneagoodjobinthisinher
representation of the wide range of
work that PANZ does and has man-

agedtoavoidany suggestionof ' Maori
danging’. Good on her.

Ann Louise Mitcalfe

Wellington.

Editor’s Response

Peter Sullivan has modified the logo
by the inclusion of a lifgjacket and
New Zealand for those overseas peo-
ple who think aKiwi isabird.
Regarding the unsisex comment, |
likethelogoasis- itisdifferentinthat
the paddler appears in serious con-
centration, as though on amission.
The logo represents a sea kayaker,
and does it really matter if the pad-
dlers appears as amale or afemale?
The sports of both caving and sea
kayaking have always been non-sex-
ist - peopleareaccepted for what they
whnat do enjoy out of thesport, regard-
less of sex.

Has anybody €lse anything to add
regarding the logo design?

TheBig Blow - Anzac Day 1994
| was not there either so will refrain
from commenting on the actions of
thoseinvolved. | would like however
to comment generally on the reports.
In my experience it really helps to
separate facts from opinion in a re-
port. Also making ‘asides’ in areport
can really offend those people being
referred to. The nett effect isto create
division and disunity where warmth
and fellowship of shared adventure
were present on the actual day.

| have seen thishappen in anumber
of clubs and associations (and busi-
nesses) somy pleatoall futurewriters
of reportsis:

- only state known i.e.., corrobo-
rated facts

- keep personal opinionsto a sepa-
rate section ( as some writers did)

- use as few emotive adjectives as
possible

-if youwant to becritical - criticize
your own actions or inactions

Otherwise I’'m sure ‘ An adventure
isadisaster yousurvive'.1’mlooking
forward to the next Forum. Thanksto
the organizers.

Hugh Canard

~
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TRIP REPORTS

Foveaux Strait Crossing

15 February 1994

Phil and Max Handford

in adouble Resolution Sea Kayak
Thistripreportincludesweather maps
and some insight into weather pat-
terns that can occur in southern NZ.

It had alwaysbeenanideatobeable
to complete a Foveaux Strait cross-
ing. Puysegur and Foveaux are a part
of the Southern Ocean andright inthe
path of the southern wesather patterns
- thewindsare strong and changeable
andtheswellslarge. Theweather pat-
terns are affected by the polar mari-
time airstreams and conditions are
typically unstable. Forecasting is
therefore more difficult than in the
more stable conditions further north.

Our holiday to the South Island for
the last two weeks of February had
been planned for some time. During
January, | beganwatchingtheweather
patterns more closely to decide
whether to head for the bottom of the
Southlslandor alternatively for north-
west Nelson. There was a noticeable
change as an increased number of
intense high pressure systems ap-
peared and moved slowly across the
lower South Island.

A large intense anticyclone
(1025mb) moved slowly onto the
country in early February (see maps).
Thisactually remained stationary and
then moved south slightly. Asistypi-
cal of strong anticyclones, they tend
tobeslow moving sothat thecentreis
unlikely tomovemorethan 100 miles
in 24 hours. In addition such anticy-
clones act as a block to advancing
systems, for example the depression
SE of Tasmania on 10 February was
forced away astheanticyclonemoved
to the SW.

As aresult of this strong virtually
stationary anticyclone, what devel-
oped was an unusually long period of
settled weather. This mean that the
swell was likely to be relatively low
andthewesther rel atively stablewhen
we were ready to make our crossing.

During the last few days, we got
updated marine forecasts at regular
intervals on Metphone. The winds
weretypically forecast at 10-15knots,
up to 20 knots and the swell at 2 to
2.5m. The swell height seemed high
given the weather but it is typical of

down south. We decided to go for it
and left Christchurch on February 14
- thiswas a bit of an opportunist trip
after al.

Onarrival at Invercargill webooked
into a motel to sort out our gear and
made a call to Meri Leask at Bluff
Fishermans Radio to confirm condi-
tionsandlow tidetime. Theswell was
nil and low tide in the middle of the
strait at about 12.00 midday. Still the
marineforecast saida2mswell which
was a bit un-nerving but only a10 to
15 knot westerly wind. The next day
would reveal the truth.

The morning dawned a beautiful
clear blue sky. We aimed to launch
from the Bluff boat ramp and get
away at 9.30am to catch the ebb tide
out of Bluff Harbour. We had to pack
aweek’ sfood and gear into the kayak
for the rest of our time on Stewart
Island. Withnot acloudto beseen, we
made fast time as we caught the tide
down the harbour to Bluff Head.

Before we cleared Bluff Head, the
westerly swell started to get bigger
being pushed up by the opposing tide
and Stewart Island looked along way
off at 35kms away, just an outlinein
thedistance. | had some doubtsin my
mind as to whether we should have
even been here at all but reminded
myself that conditions were perfect
andif wecouldn’t crossnow wenever
could. And we would probably never
be fitter having done lots of endur-
ance training for the Coast to Coast
three days earlier.

| set acompass coursefor about the
middleof Stewart |sland (slightly west
of Port William); Halfmoon Bay, our
destination is further to the east. The
plan was to paddle to this compass
bearing all the way and to be in the
middle of the strait at the turn of the
tide. Withtheebbtide, thetidal stream
sets to the west so we would drift
westwards until 12.00, and then drift
totheeast for an equivalent timewith
the flood tide. We estimated a trip
time of about five hours with four
hours for the actual crossing.

Directly in line with our compass
bearingwasatiderace off Bluff Head
and asthisdidn’t ook too severe, we
decidedto paddlestraight acrossrather
than around it. Although there was
some broken water, this proved okay.

We made good progress at about

8km/hour stopping every hour for a
compulsory drink and a bite to eat
(some old power bars | was trying to
get rid of and some carbo drink). The
westerly swell dropped to virtualy
nothing but twice we experienced
wavesup to one metre asthewesterly
wind got up and the opposing tide
pushed thewavesup. Good whitecaps
formed with afew breaking over the
boat. Fortunately these times only
lasted about half an hour each and
made usrealize how changeable con-
ditions were out there.

A couple of albatross followed at
times to see if we had anything to
offer and provided a pleasant change
to the limited scenery.

We passed within 500m of afishing
boat in the middle of the strait, busy
working long lines, but | think they
werenonethewiser aswewould have
been hidden behind thewaveshalf the
time.

Thetidal stream ontheBluff sideof
the strait was surprisingly strong and
we were taken well to the west. Our
progress proved faster than expected
and resulted in us being more than
half way across the strait before the
tideturned. Asaresult thedrift to the
east with the flood tide was not suffi-
cient to compensate for how far west
we had drifted.

Aswe neared Stewart Island it be-
came obvious that we would have to
change course towards the east if we
wanted to take amore direct route to
Halfmoon Bay. Ending up too far to
the west with a westerly wind and a
flood tide was certainly the preferred
situation to be in, rather than ending
up in the east too close to the
Muttonbird | slandsand havingto pad-
dleagainst thewesterly wind and tide
to reach Halfmoon Bay.

The trip took us a little over five
hoursfor the40+kms, withfiveminute
breaks on the hour.

Innes Dunstan at Halfmoon Bay
provided uswith accommodationand
local knowledge and gave us a lift
over to Paterson Inlet for some more
leisurely paddling. Paddling in
Paterson Inlet is growing in popul ar-
ity with its easy accessto the wilder-
ness and shelter from the open sea.
Hiring a Puffin or a Southern Light
fromInnesor takingyour ownboat on
the ferry for $10 would have to be
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high on the list of trips to do.

In hindsight, it would have been
aperfect opportunity to head down
the west coast of the island and
right around. Unfortunately we
hadn’t done enough trip planning
for that opportunity.

Phil Handford.

Letterstothe Editor
Itwasgoodtoseeyouin Christchurch
whileyouwere promoting your book.
When | spoke to you, | said | would
liketotry and writeacanoeing tip for
each newsletter:

Mike stips.

While out on the sea in a launch or
yacht, whenyoulook arounditisvery
hardto seeacanoeist. Thefirstsignis
usually the flashing of the paddle. So
why not makethis part of your equip-
ment more visible. For the cost of
about $5, you can buy reflecto tape

from any gift shop. The type that
lookslikepauashell inthelight. Stick
this on the front of your paddle and
you have an instant mirror which
catches the light.

Editor's comment: a bright fluoro-
coloured bladeisalso alot morevis-
ible at seathan agreen, blue or white
paddle blade. In the group situation
on alumpy sea, it isaways a kayak-
er’ spaddlebladesthat appear first for
another paddler. Bright red, fluoro-
pink or fluoro-orange bladesmakean
enormous difference with the ease of
being spotted by other paddlers or
yachts. A spray canof ‘ dazzle’ will do
the trick. Regarding the refleco-tape,
| use the tape on both faces of the
paddle for two reasons - boats do
approach from astern and when pad-
dling on a pitch black night, the tape
helpsorientatetheangleof the paddle
blade in the sea

You Kiwis Think of Everything
by Mike Rossouw

On arecent trip to Abel Tasman Na-
tional Park, something quite funny
happened to me. After leaving
Marahau, | was paddling into aslight
headwind when | smelt the aroma of
percolated coffee. | followedthesmell
for about 10 minutesuntil | arrived at
Apple Tree Bay where a group of
tourists were sitting at some tables.
Weas there any left? Yes said a tall
American man. so after a cup we
talked about all sorts of things. Then
he noticed a tap on the bow of my
Nordkapp, and said in aloud Ameri-
can accent, ‘Hey what’ s thisfor?
Keeping a straight face | said “For
fresh water”.

“How doesit work?’

“Y ou seethispump (the bilge pump),
well you pump and create a pressure,
then open the tap and out flows the
water.”

“God damn it! You Kiwis think of
everything. Why couldn’t we Ameri-
cans think of it.”

Well with asilly smile on my face, |
pushed out of the bay and paddied
away.

Yeswe can all get atap. Wherefrom
you may ask. From any novelty shop.
It is a suction cap tap, the type kids
stick on their mother’s fridges for a
laugh.

BOOK REVIEW
Weather for NZ Sailors
by Lt. Cdr Kenneth Brierly
Endeavour Press
reviewed by Phil Handford

Thisbook hasbeenaroundfor some
time however itisworth reviewingin
the KASK newsdletter asit isthe best
book on NZ coastal weather and the
sea kayaker’ s best reference.

To quote the Introduction: ‘This
book is concerned with forecasting
weather in NZ waters and along NZ
coasts. It is intended as a practical
guidefor practical people.” Most other
texts that cover weather describe
northernhemisphereweather. ‘ Rarely
are South Pacific conditionsdescribed
and never specifically those of NZ
waters. This book aims to fill that
void.’

‘Themariner wholooksfor changes,
listens to forecasts, inspects weather
maps, reads instruments, has a basic
understanding of meteorology and
appliesthisknowledge, will beunfor-
tunateindeed if taken unaware by the
weather. The aim within the follow-
ing pages is to explain these factors
for NZ conditions. The book is pur-
posely brief, for my experience with
practical sailors tells me that they
seek concise detail. It is non-math-
ematical, for why it happensis more
important than how it happens... This
book concerns the signs, the reading
and the messages.’

Chaptersinclude: TheMarineFore-
cast, Pressure Systems, Clouds, Fog,
Airstreams, Fronts, Wind, Sea and
Swell, Weather Maps, Tropical
Weather and Hurricanes. Local con-
ditions are referred to throughout.

This book should be the first book
inany seakayaker’slibrary. It retails
at $20.

Thetext hasalso beenincorporated
in‘ Coastal Radioand Weather for NZ
Fishermen’ which was compiled and
edited by the NZ Federation of Com-
mercial FishermenInc. and published
by Penguin Booksin 1991. This par-
ticular publication was put together
and sponsored by the Shipwreck Re-
lief Society of NZ and the fishing
industry organizations who made
5,000 copies available free of charge
to mariners - ‘it could serve to save
lives - yours and ours.’

Phil Handford.
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NEW KAYAKING BOOKS
Recent additions to my library
include:

‘Complete Folding Kayaker'

by Ralph Diaz

Published 1994, by Ragged Mountain
Press, Camden, Maine, USA.

ISBN 0-07-016734-6

Ralph Diaz is editor of a‘Folding
Kayaker’, a bimonthly newsletter he
started back in 1991. The 162 page,
limpbound book isdivided into three
sections, Part One is ‘What You
ShouldKnow’, Part Twois‘Handling
Skills for Foldables' and Part Three,
‘Using and Enjoying.” Thesectionon
evaluating the ‘leading doubles and
singles is good with comparisons
made of : assembly/portability, stabil-
ity/sea worthiness, tracking,
maneuverability, speed/effeciency,
versatility/access, quality/durability,
cost/depreciation. Chapters on sail-
ing, camping and repair and
maintai nence, plusgood explanational
photographs to complement the text,
round off thefirst comprehensivebook
on folding kayaks.

Much of the material in Chapter 1,
where Diaz attempts to justify why
folding kayaks are better than rigid
seakayaks, will makeany rigid kayak
paddler with offshore paddling expe-
rience steam at the nostils. One quote
from John Heath isincluded in a sec-
tionthat attemptsto statewhy folding
kayaks are truer descendents of the
Eskimo kayak:

John Heath, noted scholar on
Greenland kayaksand paddling tech-
niques, feel sstrongly about theliveli-
ness and flex of the skin-and-frame
design.” Paddling a hardshell kayak
islikedancingwithadepartment store
manneguin while paddling a folding
kayak or skin boat is like having a
real-like dancing partner.”

The foldboats of today bear more
resemblancetotheclinker-built, style
large cockpit kayak first built by John
McGregor then the slim beamed
Greenland skin kayakswhich | feel is
amore logical origin for the German
folding kayaks. The Greenland style
kayaks were never beamy with huge
cockpits, and bracingandrollingwere
basic paddling skills. Also these kay-
aksweretailor madetoeachpaddler’s
body size sothekayak was‘wornlike

aglove and becamean extensionof a
kayaker’ sbody. TheNordkapp, mod-
elled onthelinesof aWest Greenland
kayaks, with the hard chine rounded
into a semi-round bilge hull shape, |
would suggest is more akin to areal-
life dancing partner. A thoroughbred
sea kayak should be an extension of
the paddier’ s body so that al the nu-
ances of the scend of the sea are felt.
Folding boats are not worn, they are
satin-theboatsaretoo beamy andthe
cockpits too large for a paddler to
attempt to brace, a fact which is re-
flected in Raph Diaz's book by the
obviousabscence of asectiononroll-
ing in rescue skills.

Leaving aside the folding kayak
versus rigid kayak debate, folding
kayak owners and prospective own-
ers will find this a valued resource
book.

* available from Boat Books, 23B,
Westhaven Drive, Westhaven, Auck-
land at $49.95.

Ph: (09 )430 0580
SKINBOATS OF GREENLAND
by H.C. Petersen
Ships and Boats of the North
Volune 1
Published 1986 jointly by The Na-
tional Museum of Denmark, The
Museum of Greenland andtheViking
Ship Museum in Roskilde.
Hardback, 104 X 168cms, 215 pages
ISBN 87 85180 084
Englishand Danishlanguageeditions

Thisbook ranksonapar with Adney
and Chapelle’ s The Bark Canoesand
Skin Kayaks of North America asan
authoritive historical document. H.C.
Petersen was born in Greenland in
1929 and grew up with atraditional
Inuitfamily lifestyle. Hebecamecon-
cerned with threats to the cultural
identity of Greenland Inuits by the
transformation from a hunter’s cul-
ture to that of an industrialized soci-
ety. Intheauthor’ sforeword, hequotes
one of the great kayak seal hunters:

It would be all too sad if the kayak,
which has made it possible for our
forefatherstoexistinthisharsh coun-
try, that vessel which devel oped out of
their experiences and which hasalso
formed the basis for the existence of
my generation, should belost forever
when we die.

To counteract this continuing loss
of knowledge and hard won experi-
ence, Petersen began collecting and
presenting al available evidence on
thebuildingand useof theGreenaland
kayaks.

Thebook isintwo parts, thefirst on
kayaks and the second on umiaks.
Chapter headings for the kayak sec-
tion are;

Construction of the kayak

The shape of the kayak and its
development

Kayak gear and fittings

Themajor emphasisison construc-
tional details of kayaks and hunting
equipment, withafair number of good
photographs and diagramsto supple-
ment the text. A glossary lists 347
kayaking termsin Greenlandic, Dan-
ish and English. | was a little disap-
pointed by lack of historical photo-
graphsof thevariousstyles of kayaks
and alack of detail on paddling tech-
niquesand suitability of different boats
for various conditions but Petersen
hopes to have the time for a second
monograph on a description of Man
andtheKayak, thecultural areawhich
the kayak has created in the lives of
the Inuit.

| have only skimmed through the
book so far but one story appealed to
me and will give you an idea of the
descriptivewriting styleused through-
out the book:

My father told me of old Nikooq
whose deeds in his prime were re-
membered with awe. Themen sat one
evening and reminisced about the
great kayakers while the roar of the
storm could be heard fromfar away.

Nikooq' seyesshone. Thenext morn-
ing the storm raged with unabated
force. Nikooq came out of his house
with a kayak suit on. Because of his
age he had almost stopped taking his
kayak out to sea. Now he carried his
kayak downtothesea, madeready his
harpoon and then sailed out alone. In
the afternoon he appeared again with
a large saddle seal in tow. His face
wasburned red by sea spray. Theseal
was pulled in and the folk flocked
around him. Remarks were made
about hisage. “ If that seal could talk,
it would have quite ataleto tell,” he
s BBl emy

knowledge.
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LETTERTO THE EDITOR
KASK Forum Paddle

from Glyn Dickson

Ron Augustinand | weredisturbed by
some of the remarks made by Sandy
Ferguson in the July/August KASK
newsletter regarding theincident that
occurred at the Picton Forum. Whilel
believe firmly that an open exchange
of ideasisto beencouraged so that we
can al learn from each other’s expe-
riences, when people with commer-
cial interestspassjudgementsoncom-
petitor’s products it must be recog-
nized that their commentsare usually
biased to some degree. | am aware of
a number of Sea Bear owners who
have spoken and even corresponded
with Sandy Fergusondisagreeingwith
his‘expert’ opinion of the SeaBear’s
design, yet heseemsto ‘know’ things
about the boats that we don’t know
eventhoughwehaveclocked upthou-
sands of kilometres paddling themin
al sorts of conditions (including a
number of trips in the Marlborough
Sounds in high winds).

Looking back at the Picton inci-
dent, talking to people about it and
reading the different reports, I'm
struck by the degree of difference
between the accounts of theincident,
particularly from people who were
not actually there. | really enjoyed
reading John Kirk-Anderson’ sreport
which was very positive in terms of
viewing the incident as a valuable
learning experience, and because he
waswriting from hisown experience.
My report included in the last news-
letter had actually beenwrittenfor the
Wilderness Magazine so | had
downplayed theincident whiletrying
to highlight some of the lessons that
arosefromit. Therewereanumber of
thingsthat | could have donebetter in
a risk management sense, however
themainonewasgiventhedecisionto
paddleonfromtheisland, | had placed
two light peoplein alightweight kev-
lar double (35kg), empty of gear, and
withwind guststhat werein excess of
30 knots. If placed in the same situa-
tion in the future | would load the
kayak with some form of ballast to
settle it dlightly in the water. This
helps to bring the kayak to the dis-
placement that it has been designed
for,inthesameway that cargovessels
ballast with water between ports.

| noted that Sandy Ferguson had
actually done this, yet still experi-
enced the problem the couple in the
empty SeaBear had, that ishavingthe
bow blown around so the kayak
pointed at right anglesto thewind. In
this position bodyweight, paddling
styleand also style of paddle arevery
important. Thebody needsto beleaned
into the wind, the paddie should be
used with a low stroke, and an
unfeathered paddlewill not be caught
by the wind as the paddl e blade goes
throughtheair. Having beenlessthan
five metresaway from the kayak asit
capsized and being the only person
other than the couple concerned who
actually saw it happen, | believethat a
capsize would have occurred had it
been any double sea kayak currently
available in New Zealand. My
memory of the capsize was that the
kayak was on the crest of a steep
wave, and the paddle stroke was oc-
curring on the down wind side of the
kayak when a strong gust hit.

Ron and | take a very low key ap-
proach to selling the Sea Bears as
opposed to some other designers and
manufacturerswho believein hyping
up their product, while running down
those of the opposition. We believe
that the SeaBearssell themselvesand
that if peopletry them out, and talk to
people who actually know how they
handle, they will discover just how
good the kayaksare. With so many of
thetour operatorsusing our kayaksin
exposed placeslike Fiordland, Banks
Peninsula, Wellington and of course
the Marlborough Sounds, the Sea
Bear’ sdesign and safety record have
been thoroughly proven.

Glyn Dickson

Paddling Perfection

NEWS ROUNDUP

1994 Round Norway Kayak Trip
On August 7, Japanese sea kayaking
instructor Takehiro Shibatacompleted
a 3,000km solo trip from Oslo, near
the Swedish border, around the ex-
posed coast of Norway to the Norwe-
gian/Russian border. The trip took
Take 109 days of ‘hardship and ex-
citement.” In hisfirst postcard, Take
noted: ‘It's been a month to cover
1,000kms. Soit’ sheen slow progress.
My purpose is to meet people on the
way and gather knowledge of the sea

~

fromthoseex-Vikings. Never theless
I highly admire your strong commit-
ment to an expedition. | become a
whimp in rainy cold days. Right now
I’'mstuck inasmall town dueto Force
8 wind. But I’'m having the best sea
kayaking experiencein my life. Peo-
ple here are so kind and have alot of
respect for seafarers.’

On July 26, Take rounded Nor-
way’ s northernmost point, Nordkapp
or North Cape. His postcard of the
cape shows a rugged, exposed prom-
ontory of cliffed, flat-topped head-
land a little similar to some of the
highest cliffs around Banks Penin-
sula. Well earned congratulations to
Take for completing a bold and very
committing expedition.

Rudder Hints

In August | spent some time with
Tony Free of Canoe Sportsin Napier.
| picked up a few more hints from
Tony regarding rudders.

Anodizing: the strength and dura-
bility of an aluminium blade rudder
depends on the quality of the alu-
minium used; the higher the grade,
the greater the strength and corrosion
resistance. The strength of a rudder
blade and resistance to corrosion can
beimproved by having the blade ano-
dized.

Foil Shape: theoptimumbladeshape
for mimimizing drag, isablunt edged
foil shape, similar tothat of anaircraft
wing. Theleading edge (closest tothe
bow) should not be knife-edged sharp
but ablunt, semi oval shapewhilethe
trailing edge can befeathered towards
afine, sharpedge. Thebest material to
clean aluminium and form the opti-
mum blade shapeiswet and dry sand-
paper used with kerosene.

NZCA/NZCF

At the New Zealand Canoeing Asso-
ciation A.G.M., Glyn Dickson re-
ceived the nod for the position of
NZCA Sea Kayaking Commadore.
Glyn notes: My bottom lineisthat |
believethat KASK should bethesole
representativeof recreational seakay-
akers at a national level. With the
NZCA’s move to a federation, this
clearsthe way for KASK to be “offi-
cially” recognized as such. “Offi-
cialy” really comesdown to funding
where Hillary Commission, Water

10
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Safety Council, SportsFoundation etc
only want to deal with one canoeing/
kayaking body for thewholeof NZ. If
KASK decidesto go it alone without
theNZCF (NZ Canoeing Federation),
we cut ourselves off from consider-
able resources.

Correspondence Received

With KASK now listed in Sea Kay-
aker magazine, somepromotional ma-
terial has been received from over-
seas. | will list those below and if
anyone would like the information
forwarded, please phone/fax or write:
a. Northwest Outdoor Center, sea
kayakinstructionandtripsonthe USA
Pecific Coast

one course called the ‘Total Immer-
sion school of sea kayaking’

b. Irian Adventures; seakayaking and
raftingin Irian Jaya (Indonesian New
Guinea)

New Australian Coastal Hazard

Recently in Sydney, at the AGM of
theNew SouthWalesSeaK ayak Club,
| gained an insight into recent devel-
opmentswith deck fixturesand anew
form of coastal hazard. This particu-
lar paddler Chrisisabit of acharacter.
He has a lightweight solar panel
mounted ondeck whichtricklecharges
agel battery which powershisshaver,
alight in the tent and a small televi-

sion. Onarecent trip Christook along
aformal suit and dressshoeswhichhe
donned after setting up his tent on a
beach to attend a dance at the local
bowlingclub. Well, threeladiesended
up coming back to the beach with
him, uncertain if he was pulling their
legs or not about arriving by kayak
and campingonthebeach. Satinsheets
are on the check list for the next trip!

Regarding the new form of coastal
hazard, this is not one mentioned in
any guideor manual about seakayak-
ing. Chris landed on a nudist beach,
which was backed by a row of sand
dunes. Ashesoaked up the sun, Chris
was horrified by the sight of aperson,
who was not of thefairer sex, making
improper advances and gesticulating
at him from the base of a dune.

Removing aknife, about the size of
asmall bayonet from hiskayak, Chris
threatened to remove the person’s
willieif he failed to desist in his ad-
vances.

Well if youhaveevertriedtorunup
thefaceof asteep sand dune, or plough
up asteep slopein powder snow, you
can picture the scenethat followed as
the terror stricken flasher attempted
toescape. Thennearly at thetop of the
dune, he remembered where his
clotheswhere- at the base of the dune
- and had to dide all the way down

again.

Unclassified Adverts

In this newsletter we were going to
carry an advertisement for mail order
books from Canoe and Outdoor
World, Christchurchhowever Stephen
Counsell suffered an out of body bone
fracture as a result of a skiing
acccident. Our commiserations
Stephen and best wishes for a speedy
recovery.

Aussie Books
TheRound AustraliaKayak Odyssey
booksarestill inprint. Thelast 200 of
theprint run| had bound ashardbacks
which haveareally nicefinish. Prices
for mail/courier order are:
Limpbound (softback) $43
Hardback $52.50
Priceinclude GST and P& P
For the hardback, please include a
street address rather than a Post Of-
fice box for courier delivery. Only
negative feedback on the book so far
isfromthewifeof the helicopter pilot
I work with. Thislassisabit of aMills
and Boon fan and reckonsthereisnot
enough passion for her.
| sent out 500 mailersto publicand
high schooal libraries and to date only
27 have bought the book. If you visit
your local library, please request the
the book!

Bevan Walker pushing into a strong north-westerly wind in Thompson Sound, Fiordland. Photo: Craig Hornblow
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