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EDITORIAL
Two president reports this time, one
from yours truly who retired moder-
ately gracefully at the KASK AGM,
and one from the new el presidente,
Phil Handford. TheKASK 10thAnni-
versary Forum, held at thetoo coldfor
nudistsleisurepark at M apua, wasone
of the best ever, and | have included
areport plus photos. Rob Tipa's trip

\.

From the New President

A president’s brief will be a regular
column in the Newdletter. Thisis to
keep membersupto datewithwhat is
happening behind the scenes.

Paul Caffyn will continueto be edi-
tor of the Sea Canoeist Newsletter
and will provide hiseditorial flavour.
To keep up the high standard, he
does need members' input to articles,
reports, ideas etc. that will interest
other paddlers - so please contribute
your little bit.

The Mapua forum 1998 was one of
the most enjoyable yet and a special
thanks to the Nelson team who put
in many hours to make the forum
such a great success. Max Grant and
the Ruahine White Water Club sea
kayakershaveagreedto host the 1999
forum in Napier.

At the Mapua AGM, Paul Caffyn
stepped down as President after six
yearsasour inaugural president. Life
membership was bestowed on him
for his contribution to KASK and to
sea kayaking. Paul is still very much
apart of the backbone of KASK and
active in the Newsdletter and KASK
sea kayaking handbook.

The new committee elected com-
prises:

President : Phil Handford

Secretary: Peter Sullivan

Treasurer: Helen Woodward
Committee: Conrad Edwards, Grant
Rochfort, Max Grant, Glyn

Dickson and Alvin Johnston (AJ).

A successful committee meeting was
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held after theforum. Theoutcomewas
some changes in responsibilities and
initiatives to complete in 1998.
1.Newdletter Editor - Paul, Mail out
of Newsletter - Dave Herrington
2.Handbook - mail orders Helen
3. Promotional brochure devel-
opment - Max Grant and Phil
Handford
4. Promotion of Handbook - Grant
Rochfort & Phil Handford
5.Water Safety Council application
and liaison - Phil Handford
6.NZ Canoe Federation - Max
7. Environment and access issues
- AJ (Alvin Johnston)
8. Review of KASK Constitution
- Peter Sullivan
9. KASK Web site - review costs
- Conrad Edwards

Developmentsto date:
Water Safety Council (WSCNZ) - |
had a successful visit to WSCNZ on
20April. Our membershipapplication
will be considered in September. The
key outcome of this will be greater
supportinsafety promotion. WSCNZ
have already agreed to advertise
KASK andtheHandbook ontheir web
site (www.watersafety.org.nz).

Web site design - any ideas would
be most welcome through to me on
e-mail or in lettersto the editor. Any
comments on these two questions
would begreatly appreciated: 1. Who
isaKASK websiteaimedat? 2. What
are we trying to achieve by having a
web site? Have alook at www.moun-
tainbike.org.nz. This is run by The
Kennett Bros. Apparently the

most successful bitsare, thediscussion
forms, buy and sell, events,
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C HUMOUR

ReceivedfromAuckland paddler Matt
Watson. Thought you might like this
one that came off a mail net sailing
group from the US.

Subject: radio conver sation
- DIVERT YOUR COURSE

Thisisthe transcript of an ACTUAL
radio conversation of aUS naval ship
with Canadianauthoritiesoff thecoast
of NewfoundlandinOctober 1995. Ra-
dioconversationrel eased by the Chief
of Naval Operations 10-10-95:

Americans: ‘ Pleasedivert your course
15 degrees to the North to avoid a
collision.’

Canadians: ‘Recommend you divert
Y OUR course 15 degreesto the South
to avoid collision.’

Americans. ‘This is the Captain of
a US Navy Ship. | say again, divert
YOUR course’

Canadians: ‘No...I say again, you
divert YOUR course.’

Americans: ‘THIS IS THE AIR-
CRAFT CARRIER USSLINCOLN,
THE SECOND LARGEST SHIPIN
THE UNITED STATESATLANTIC
FLEET. WE ARE ACCOMPANIED
BY THREEDESTROY ERS, THREE
CRUISERS, AND NUMEROUS
SUPPORT VESSELS. | DEMAND
THAT YOU CHANGE YOUR
COURSE 15 DEGREES NORTH,
THAT'S ONE FIVE DEGREES
NORTH, OR COUNTER-MEAS-
URES WILL BE UNDERTAKEN
TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF
THIS SHIP’

Canadians: ‘This is a lighthouse ...
your call.’

20th CENTURY INUIT
PADDLES
From: Eddievan den Hurk

Now thisis progress for you .Oneis
never to old to learn from Inuits.

‘Actualy | have clear up the record
here. Most Inuit kayakers today use
paddles made from cast off hockey

N

sticks. When asked why they use
hockey sticks instead of carving a
paddlefrom apieceof drift woodthey
laugh and reply that the only reason
their ancestors carved paddlies form
driftwood was because they didn’t
haveany oldhockey sticks.Atop qual-
ity carbon fibrehockey stick paddleis
much prized by Inuit hunters.
Cheers,

John Winters

Overheard on the Saturday
morning Brian Edwards
radio programme:

Question: Why are boats, yachts and
vessels always referred to as she?
Answer: When vessels enters a port
or harbour, they always head for the
buoys!

Letters/Email to
the Editor

from Vincent Maire
Hi Paul, | am now on line at Maire.
Family@xtra.co.nz The attached
article from the last newsletter may
be of interest to KASK folk. I will
endeavour to get you more stuff in
the future.

Cottage At Hooks Bay
Recently Justin Sanson Beattie, and
Matthew Grant spent a weekend
circumnavigating Waiheke Island.
They report that a hut has been built
onthenorthernend of HooksBay and
appears to be available for anyone
wishing to spend anight. The hut has
shuttersinstead of windows, sleeps 10
and has a small kitchen area. Justin
reports that there didn’t seem to be
any fresh water nearby and nor could
he locate atoilet. The good newsis
that the hut has a sign saying it is
availablefor use providingitisleftin
good condition and it also contains a
log book. Photographs of the young
people who erected the hut adorn the
wallsbut thereisno contact telephone
number or name of an owner. To my
knowledgetheland isowned by John
Spencer soitislikely alocal initiative
done with his approval.

This is an important and much wel-
come addition to island stop-over
points. Hooks Bay is the ideal first

night stop-over for a ci rcumnaviga-\
tion of Waiheke Island. It is aso
a first night stop-over for a trip to
Coromandel. Thepaddlefrom Thumb
Pointto Onetangi passesthroughsome
wonderful sea kayaking coastline so
the hut is bound to become a popular
destination for sea kayakers. If you
want moreinformation, contact Justin
on (09) 278-8090

Aussie Sea Kayak Company

A brochure and letter from Rod
Withyman and Natalie Stephenson,
who have established a sea kayak
operation based at Mooloolaba on
Queensland's Sunshine Coast. Local
tours pluslonger duration tripsto the
Whitsunday and Fraser Island area.

For more brochures or more
information:

Ph/Fax; 617 5477 5335

or writeto PO Box 1834
Sunshine Plaza, 4558

Qld. Australia.

From Ray Forsyth

A brochure on a kayak re-entry aid,
called a Backup. It is similar in di-
mensionsto asmall fire extinguisher,
and attached to the deck forward of
akayak cockpit. It features easy one
grab operation, immediate inflation,
over 80 pounds of buoyancy, straps
to any kayak, compact, resuable with
new 68g CO2 cartridge, and can also
be used as are-entry aid.

The photographs show apaddler cap-
sizing, the backup handle is located
and pulled, the CO2 cartridgeinflates
alarge air bag, which isthen used to
leanonfor support and gaintheupright
position. Photosshow adoublebeing
righted with two Backups. Another
photo shows the inflated bag being
used for a paddle float rescue.

Cost is US$110, with additional car-
tridges at US$10.

Contact addressiis:

Roll-Aid Safety Inc

PO Box 72005, Vancouver

Canada. V6R 4P2.
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RENTAL EPIRBS

ChrisGulley, of AucklandWilderness
Kayaking, hasadvised heisconsider-
ing purchasing a small EPIRB, with
aview to renting it to sea kayakers.
The model isa KT1 Mini Sat-Alert
RB2, and rent would bearound $2.25

per day.

Chris has requested feedback, with
regard to rental demand of such an
item. Contact Chris at:

PO Box 56 500, Dominion Rd,
Auckland. Ph/Fax: 09 630 7768.
email: chris@nzkayak.co.nz

'PADDLESPAST'
Journal of the Canoe and

Kayak Historic Association’
Tony Ford, a British paddlier who
resides in Germany, sent a copy of
Newsletter 24 of the above associa-
tion. ThenewsletterisA4 sizewitha
plasticcombbinding (likethe KASK
Handbook), and No.24 includes
articleson:

- two Greenland kayaksinthe Eth-

nographic Museum, Stockholm,

- the straight stemmed PBK by

Percy Blandford & Practical Ca-

noeing Chapt. 3 by Tiphys

Membership of The Historic Canoe
and Kayak Association is 15 pounds
for members living outside the UK.
The contact addressis:

Tony Ford, Am Kurpark 4

37444 St Andreasberg, Germany.
Ph/Fax: 0049 5582 619

An epilogue in the Journal has a
unsourced passage relating to old
Inuit paddlers: 'According to Danish
explorer Peter Freuchen, who lived
with the Polar Inuit at Thule for
many years, an old Inuk, before he
became too infirm, would call for a
feast of prime mattak for his family
and friends in order that they might
be able to laugh and talk, and share
once more the stories from times
past. Thesharingover, hewouldwalk
quietly with them to the shoreline or
the edge of the ice, and taking leave
of his family and friends, he would
ask hiswife or eldest sonto help him
into his kayak. This done, he would
paddleproudly out to seauntil hewas
quite certain that he was alone and
unseen, and with adetermined thrust

\of his paddle, capsize his kayak for

TRIP REPORTS

PORT PEGASUS
STEWART ISLAND
by Rob Tipa

Ghosting out into the South Arm of
Port Pegasus, the water was an omi-
nous oily calm.

A south-westerly squall roared
throughthebushabovelikearunaway
freight train and chased five kayaks
out of Disappointment Cove. Hail
stonesraised aspectacular light show
against the low sun as water droplets
stood up, momentarily frozenintime,
like millions, of diamonds mounted
on silver stems.

Away to the north-west, the late au-
tumn sun’s rays peeped through the
cloud, blindly bouncing off the wet
granite faces of the mystical Gog and
Magog, fairytalemountain peaksshin-
inglikepolishedglass. Thenthey were
gone, swallowed up by the murk.

Those few precious images felt like
moments shared with the master
navigator himself, Lieutenant James
Cook whowroteinhislogof theHMS
Endeavour on March 9, 1770:
‘Thisland is of moderate height and
hasavery barrenaspect; not atreetobe
seen uponit, only afew small shrubs.
There were several white patches on
which the sun’s rays reflected very
strongly, which | take to be a kind of
marble such aswe have seen in many
places of thiscountry, particularly to
the northward.’

Significantly, thiswastheturning point
in Cook’s exploration of the South
Pacific, because he finally disproved
thepopular Great Southern Continent
theory. At sunset on that autumn day
herounded the southerntip of Stewart
Island which he named South Cape.

Two hundred and twenty seven years
later, the southern tip of Stewart Is-
land looks exactly the same as what
Cook saw. Port Pegasus is the last
refuge for mariners heading south
to the subantarctic islands. Sealers,
whalers, shipbuilders, miners and

fishermen have come and gone, a I\
beaten eventually by itsisolation and
uncompromising galesstraight off the
Southern Ocean.

Today, there are no permanent resi-
dents and the only obvious sign of
human habitationisaderelict house, a
crumbling concretewharf andarusted
water turbine once used to generate
electricity for afish freezer. Stewart
Island fishermen shelter herefromthe
frequent galesof theRoaring 40'sand
theonly other visitorsare yachtsmen,
trampers and hunter.

You have to be keen to get there, at
least three hours by fast catamaran
from BIuff - an hour to cross Foveaux
Strait then another two hours down
the rock-strewn east coast of Stewart
Island.

Once out of the shelter of land south
of Lords River, our charter boat was
exposedtobig Southern Oceanswells
and a30knot head wind. We punched
into threeto four metre breaking seas
and many on board wished they were
somewhere else. “You should have
seenit on Saturday”, said onelaconic
crew man. “It was really rough”.

Lords River passage was a religious
experience, even for seasoned white-
water kayakers. All aboard gavequiet
thanksfor theskill of the skipper, who
expertly guidedthevessel throughthat
monstrous washing machine of steep
breaking seas, whitewater and hungry
rocks on either side.

An hour or so later the catamaran
roared through Whal e Passage, one of
thethreenavigabl eentrancesinto Port
Pegasus, through the sheltered waters
of North Arm to Observation Cove,
where we unloaded 14 odd kayaks
and a mountain of gear. It was mid-
afternoon and our sub-group of five
had about threehoursof daylight leftto
find acampsite, sowequickly packed
our kayaks and headed south.

We hugged the shore to stay out of
thewind, cutting across Islet Coveto
Reefer Cove, whichhadagoodlanding
beach and campsite. Unfortunately, a
party of hunters was ensconced with
al the comforts of home, includ-
ing electric light from a generator /
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Kthumpi ng away - hardly our idea of
going bush

We paddied up into Seal Creek but
we could not find enough flat land
to pitch our tents. Back in the boats,
we paddled along the shore of Islet
Cove, searching the few beaches for
possible campsites.

Behind Dryad |sland, wefoundagood
sandy beach subseguently christened
Chimney Cove, with excellent tent
sites up in the bush. When the wind
gathered strength over the next few
days, wefoundwewerewell sheltered
and ended up using this site as our
base to explore the whole of South
Arm. Theonly thingmissingwasfresh
water, which we had to transport by
kayak from a stream in Shipbuilders
Cove.

For the next three days we explored
every nook and cranny of South Arm.
There were few placesto land safely
and we often had to keep paddling for
several hourswithout abreak. Camp
sites were few and far between, so
we were grateful we had set up camp
on one of the few sandy beaches in
South Arm.

We were tailed for several hours
around Evening and Shipbuilders
Coves by a stroppy sea playing tag.
Hecharged usacoupleof times, teeth
bared, then struck my stainless steel
rudder with enough force to realy
rock the boat.

Wequietly paddled out of histerritory
as he produced some spontaneous
bodied bellyflops alongside. The
idea of afully grown seal landing on
a 4mm plywood deck did not bear
thinking about. At least we would
have had no worries finding kindling
to start afire.

Insheltered coveswecaught glimpses
of the ghostly white herons (katuku)
from their lofty perches on the bush
edge.

On the third day we paddled four
kilometres south to Disappointment
Cove, which yachties describe as the
safest all-weather anchorage in Port
Pegasus. We beached the boats on
\ @ rocky stream mouth and climbed

over a low saddle to a wide sandy
beach at Broad Bay, just several
kilometres from the southern tip of
Stewart Island.

The sun appeared briefly but there
were no takers for a polar plunge on
probably the southern-most beach in
New Zealand. We settled for a pad-
dle instead, grateful for the layer of
polypropylene under wetsuits.

Back in the kayaks, we paddled five
kilometres along the southern shore
of South Arm to Sylvan Cove, but
could find nowhere to land for aleak
and lunch (in that order) without
damaging boatson awindy and rocky
lee shore.

The south-westerly was a constant
companion in South Arm, varying
in strength from a gentle 10 knots to
gale force at over 40 knots, although
we avoided open water in those con-
ditions. The wind tunnelled out of
Shipbuildersand Sylvan covesin the
south-western corner of South Arm
with some ferocity.

Onthefourth day it was blowing half
agale, which restricted our plans, but
wewerestill ableto paddleby hugging
the bush-clad cliffs and using the lee
sideof islandsto claw our way around
theshore. Wetucked in behind head-
lands and islets to wait for the worst
squalls to blow over, then paddied
hard to cross open water before the
next squall hit.

Wehauledthekayaksontoarock shelf
of astream flowing into Shipbuilders
Cove and scrambled up through the
bush an to an exposed granite ridge
leading up to the 230 metre high Bald
Cone. Thefacesof thetwogeologistsl|
waswithlitupasthey setfoot onsolid
granite. They werein their element.
Just short of the peak, the weather
closedinfromthesouthandwetucked
inunder arock for shelter, waiting for
abreak. There was none.

Above the thin veneer of bush hug-
ging the shoreline of Shipbuilders
Cove, thetopswereboney, windswept
and desolate. It looked and felt like
a subantarctic island. Williwaws
whipped spray off the tops of waves
on the cove bel ow, indi cating gusts of
over 40 knots.

~

Therewasnored pointinclimbingthe
peak inthose conditions, although we
found out later that two other groups
of kayakers made it to the summit
fromWaterfall Coveonthesouth side
that morning.

We headed back to the boats before
conditionsgot any worse. Thankfully
we had a tailwind back to the camp
site. Through the worst gusts, it was
safer not to paddle at al. With the
paddle firmly braced against the rim
of the cockpit the blades al one caught
enough wind for an exciting ride at
hull speed, surfing down the backs
of waves.

We had seen as much as possible of
South Arm in the conditions, so we
packed up camp on the fourth day
and headed through Pegasus Passage
into North Arm.

Red Beach and Bulling Bay both had
good sandy beaches and plenty of
room to camp. With atailwind, we
crossedAlbion|nletandrounded Cape
Horn in name, at least anotch on the
belt for any sea kayaker.

A crumbled concretewharf at the Set-
tlementwasthefirstsignof civilisation
wehad seeninfour daysand up onthe
hillside behind was a derelict house
that had dlipped off its piles and had
awall missing.

Thewater looked like cold teaand the
temperature dropped several degrees
aswepaddledintothenortherncorner
of NorthArm. But it wasworthit for
theview of the spectacular Belltopper
Falls, where Pegasus Creek cascades
over two circular rock rims shaped
like a giant tophat.

‘The spray off the waterfall was too
chilling to hang around so we turned
tail and paddled back the way we had
come, happy wehad achieved outtodo
- paddle the length of Port Pegasus.

Back in Bulling Bay, we pitched the
tents under a canopy of regenerating
rimu, dined on fresh trumpeter and
spent another stormy night huddlied
around a fire, sharing tall stories of
paddling in the tropics. The wind
howled overhead, but the bush along /
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ﬁ[he shores of North Arm gave much
better shelter than the wind-blasted
South Arm.

Next morning it wastimeto go, sowe
paddled afew kilometres back to Ob-
servation Coveto catch thecatamaran
for thereturntrip to Bluff. Conditions
were marginal outside, with thewind
gusting to 50 knots, a real thrill for
armchair surfers.

Although Port Pegasus is not a huge
expanse of water (only 16 kilometres
from end to end), we wished we had
moretimeto exploreitsintricate wa-
terways properly. Down hereinthe  Dunedin kayakers, (from left) Steve White, Gordon Douglas, Steve Cox and Yvonne
Roaring 40's, you can always blame  Cook, on the beach at Broad Bay, probably the southermost beach in New Zealand at
the weather, wild enough to preserve 47" south.

some of this magnificent southern

port’s mysteries - until next time.

Rob Tipa

EditorsNote: Thisarticlefirst appeared
inlssue86of 'New ZealandAdventure
magazine. A small photograph at the
topof p. 48drew my attentionto Rob's
article. Although only a small pic, it
showsan awesomeseain LordsRiver
passage with a caption noting the
passage 'in a 50 knot southerly was
areligious experience - like entering
a monstrous washing machine with
breaking seas, whitewater and hungry
rocks on either side.'

South Arm, Port Pegasus. Bald Cove of the right.

Steve Cox improvised ajury rig groundsheet to sail down South Arm of Port Pegasus;, May 1997.

\ J
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KASK 10th

Anniversary Forum
Easter 1998
Mapua

The Easter KASK Forum at Mapua
wasoneof thebest ever. Itwasstamped
with al the hallmarks of that make a
great sea kayaking weekend; ablend
of interestingworkshopsand practical
onthewater sessions, good tucker, the
overnight paddle and camp, superb
venue, efficient organizationand great
people. The weather was stunning -
picture postcard calm seas and warm
sunny weather for the four days.

This forum was held back at Mapua
where Graham Egarr organized the
very first gathering of sea kayakers
from throughout New Zealand back
in 1989, and it was recognized as a
special 10th anniversary forum. Jan
Egarr, with her three kids, Tristan,
Catherine and Joshua joined the fleet
of boats setting out from Mapua for
the paddle out to the overnight camp
at Kina Peninsula.

Mapua is a campground/leisure park
whichfrontshoth TasmanBay andthe
Mapua Estuary. Cabins and camping
areas lie beneath tall stands of pine
trees. Although sometwo hoursdrive
from the Picton ferry terminal, bus
transport brought North Island pad-
dlers and kayaks to the venue late on
the Thursday night. Most paddiers
campedinanareasetasidefor KASK,
whilepaddlerswithyoungkidsrented
cabins. Slide shows and formal lec-
tures were held in a cosy hall, with
practical session held on theflooding
tide in Mapua Estuary.

TheThursday night programme com-
menced after registrationwith avideo
of aNelsonteam paddlingtheglorious
tropical waters around Hinchinbrook
Island, that was filmed and edited by
Bevan Walker.

All Friday was taken up with work-
shops and on the water sessions. One
of the highlights was an innovative
navigation orienteering workshop
hosted by Alex Date. Ken Parlane,

from the Ruahine Whitewater Club,
sent the following comments:

‘ Anyonewho hasbeento aseakayak-
ing forum has no doubt taken part in
anavigation workshop. | had been to
two previousworkshops, but | figured
a refresher would not be wasted. In
typical fashion, John and myself
arrived after class had commenced
(resultof 9pmferry sailingand 3amto
bed, and definitely nothing to do with
disorganization) and wewere soonin
classand seated. Firstimpressionwas
accurate. Alex’s ability to get infor-
mation through was very good with
constant questioning on the previous
subject matter.

The real icing on the cake of an ex-
cellent theory session was the on the
water practical. Alex and her team
(Bevan Walker and Alvin Johnston)
had set up an orienteering coursewith
trueor magnetic bearingsand obscure
clues (keep your hooks and slices to
starboard - golf course to right hand
side) whichtook usonal.5to 2 hours
trip in the tidal waters of the Mapua
Estuary and cruising back via the
swamp of death. It was an excellent
exercise using ‘hands on’ to practice
navigation skills.

Congratulations folks on an excel-
lent exercise that is sure to be dupli-
cated’.

The afternoon sessions included:
kayak packing

photography

radio etiquette & VHF radios
fibreglass repairs

fishing from a kayak.

Followingtheafternoon smoko, Brian
Tear, whoisan education officer with
the Nelson Coastguard, conducted a
sessiononthesafeuseandvisibility of
flares. Paddl ersadjournedtothebeach
for a run through safety procedures,
and liaised with Bevan Walker via
radiofor firing of flaresfromhiskayak
approximately onekilometreoffshore.
The red pinpoint flare and parachute
flare were certainly the most visible
to the watchers on shore when fired
from the kayak.

Then paddlerswereinvited to fire off
timeexpiredflaresfromthebeach. The
vivid orange smoke flares and para-

chute flares were indeed spectacul ar.\
Paddlersfiring flareswere given firm
instruction from Brian to point them
out to sea, as with the dry weather,
there was an immediate fire danger
of any of the pyrotechnicslanding in
the leisure park. What followed was
one of the most dramatic moments of
the weekend.

John Dobbie, alocal commercial sea
kayak manufacturer, took up the op-
portunity to fire off a parachute flare.
These when triggered leave a fine
smoke trail up for 100+m before the
red pin point flare isignited and this
floatsdown suspended by asmall para-
chute. Although Johnwaspointing his
flareto seawards, theflare' strajectory
describedasharp 90° turnto hissover-
head thewatcherstowardsthe Mapua
Leisure Park, where it disappeared
out of sight. Naturally Brian Tear was
concerned as to where the flare had
landed, and two of usset off alongthe
beach to check. By amoored pontoon
in the estuary, an ashen-faced Max
Grant (the North I sland manufacturer
of Quality Kayaks, and competitor
of John’s) was recovering from the
shock of the noise of aflare explod-
ing immediately overhead. Although
obviously untrue, rumour has it that
John had substituted the pyrotechnic
section of the parachute flare with a
small heating seeking missiledesigned
toremovehismainNorth|sland com-
mercial competitor.

After the KASK AGM and dinner,
slide shows were presented, the first
by Paul Caffyn and Conrad Edwards
of their triparound New Cal edoniaand
the second by KevinKillileaof asolo
trip along a section of the West Coast
of Greenland. Kevin's photos of the
ice and rugged coastal scenery were
stunning and one of the highlights of
the weekend.

Saturday morning sessions include a
repeat of Alex’ snavigation/orienteer-
ing, plus:

the King Island kayak survey

trip and expedition planning
destinationg/places to go

gadgets and gizmoos

weather

paddling skills

rescues
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/After lunch, andfollowingatrip brief-

ing, paddlers set off in pods for the
overnight camp at Kina Peninsula.
Radio communication from mobiles
on shore and setswith pod leadersled
to everyone assembling at the Kina
campsite which by dusk was dotted
with a myriad of colourful tents. A
trailer portable loo has been brought
on site plus a keg of beer for thirsty
paddlers. Itwasamarvellousevening,
and paddlers adjourned to the beach
after gourmet dinner to sit around a
roaring bonfire. Kevin Killileaintro-
duced many paddlersto atot of Dan-
ish firewater, consumed apparently
by drillers on the Greenland icecap
to ward off the cold, but by the taste
it could well be an aternative high
temperaturestovefuel. Lateevening, a
full moonemergedthroughtheclouds
to set a magnificent moonlight view
of Tasman Bay, and as the flood tide
slowly began to turn the glowing
coals into steam, paddlers departed
for their tents.

Aforumdebrief washeld onthebeach
prior to paddlersdeparting for Mapua.
Positive comments re the Nelson
organization team included:

the large dunking bin of freshwater
for washing gear

the drying line strung through the
campsite at Mapua

the keg of beer.

Tomark the special 10th Anniversary
Forum, John Dobbie had built two
mounted paddle blades on wooden
bases. Onewasthen presentedto Max
Grant for ‘better than average’ serv-
ices to sea kayaking, and the second
to Conrad Edwards for ‘better than
average’ contributions to ‘The Sea
Canoeist’ Newsletter.

Thepodsthen prepared to paddleback
toMapuaon aglassy sea. Max Grant,
still with nerves shattered after the
previous afternoon’s close encounter
with the flare, emerged from the
busheswithalarger thanlifeinflatable
penguin which he attached to the rear
of his cockpit. Although Max’s new
kayakistermeda' Penguin’ model, the
penguin towered over Max seated in
the cockpit. It may have been protec-
tion for another heat seeking missile
or merely a super duper paddle float

\_rescue device.

Ontheleisurely paddleback toMapua,
Bevan Walker caught a second large
kawhai fish on a lure trailed behind
his double, and we indulged in aglo-
rious swim from the rafted together
kayaks.

The forum finished Sunday night
with a BBQ, and rounded off a great
weekend.

The Nelson organizing committee of
John Dobbie, Alex Date, Alvin John-
ston (AJ), Karen Clark, Marty Clark
and BevanWalker achieved amarvel -
lous effort co-ordinating transport,
catering and speakers. How on earth
they sorted the wonderful weather is
beyond me. Thanksto thecommittee
members, all theworkshop presenters
and speakers, andthepaddlersattend-
ing for making the 10th Anniversary
KASK Forum such a success, one of
the best ever forums.

Paul Caffyn

=il =
.
"

Bevan Walker with a practical session at
the Forum on fishing from a kayak.

Max Grant at the overnight camp at
Kina Peninsula, with his extralarge
paddle float device.

>
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KASK Forums
Lastyear’s1997 Forumat \Worser Bay,
Wellington was a great success with
110 paddlers attending, in particular
the overnight paddle which took pad-
dlers via Soames Island to a beach
campsiteonthePetoneforeshorefora
convivial night aroundbonfires. Some
of theoverseaspaddlers(from Nelson
actually) organized apizzadelivery to
the beach. Although Wellington lived
up to its reputation of the windiest
city in New Zeaand, paddlers were
not daunted by the strong winds.
The blend of formal lectures plus
the overnighter again proved a very
successful combination. Max Grant,
Libby O’Connor and the very able
team from the Ruahine Whitewater
Club undertook the organization of
the superbly run ‘97 forum.

The 1998 Mapua KASK Forum is
a specia one, as it is the 10th An-
niversary of when Graham Egarr
initiatedthevery first forumat Mapua
in 1989.

The task of organizing the KASK
Forums is an onerous one; time con-
sumingandrequiringadedicatedteam
of paddlerswillingtotakeontherole.
KASK, in previous years, has alter-
nated Forums between the North and
South islands. KASK has tried both
the Anzac Day holiday weekend and
Easter to make the travelling times a
little easier.

| recently attended the Canterbury
SeaKayaking Network mini-forumat
Okains Bay, Banks Peninsula, and on
the drive out to the bay, pondered the
ideaof alternating the KASK Forums
in the South Island with Coastbusters
in the following year. Instead of an
annual Forum, a sea kayak meet or
social gathering of paddlers could
be held in alternate years instead of
a South Island Forum. This would
take the pressure both off KASK and
Coastbusters to organize an annuals
forum/symposium.

N

‘The Sea Canoeist’

Newsdletter

The newsletter is till involved with
10 overseas contra exchanges, with
contrapublicationrights. Thisallows
for excellent two-way dissemination
of informationworld-wide. My thanks
to Peter and Diane Sullivan for copy-
ing and distribution, Phil Handford
for producing the labels, and the
very nearly extinct regular contribu-
tors. The editor is reliant on articles
fed in by New Zedand paddiers, of
trip reports, product reviews, book
reviews and instructional articles. If
you have undertaken trips worthy of
reporting in the newsletter and failed
to provide an article in the past year,
consider yourself in the 1997 KASK
Hall of Shame. In 1998, please put
pen to paper or fingers to keyboard
and compile an article.

KASK Handbook

The second printing of the KASK
Handbook, whichwasimproved with
artwork by NicolaJohnson, isnow out
of print. Peter Sullivan undertook the
timeconsuming mission of promoting
and distributing the handbook. The
response from kayak manufacturers
and retailerswasgenerally poor, with
notableexceptions. | had alwayshoped
that each new kayak, or second hand
boat, wassold completewithaK ASK
Handbook. Peter Sullivan sent out
gratis copies of thefirst edition to all
the main retail ers and manufacturers.
Thetardy responsefromsomeretailers
and manufacturers, suggeststhat there
aremany outfitsnot concernedwiththe
safety of new paddlers, but only inthe
dollarstobemadewithkayak sales. All
the rental and guiding outfitsin New
Zealand should havetheHandbook on
display and available for sale.

Over the past four months, | have
reformatted a second edition of the
handbook. It now includes additional
chapters on Navigation, Paddling
Literature, Stewart Island, Listings
of Rental and Kayaking Companies
and boats currently available in
New Zealand. Pertinent information
particularly on weather forecasts has
been updated. Fifty copies have been
producedfor alaunchingat thisforum.
There are a few spelling mistakes
which dlipped by the editor but these

will be amended in time for the next\
print run. Photographs and Nicola's
artwork have been added to round
off a superb compilation by the best
seakayakersintheworld. The KASK
Handbook is a something that all
KASK paddlers should be proud of.

However there is no point in having
asuperb handbook unlessitiswidely
known, widely promoted, available
and owned by every sea kayaker in
New Zedand. In the 1998/99 year,
KASK needs to adopt an aggressive
marketing approach in tackling those
tardy retailersand manufacturersthat
havefailedto buy thehandbook inthe
past. Regular order/reminder forms
should be sent out on a quarterly
basis.

The availability of the LRB needs
to be known in al the high schools,
polytechs and other institutions that
are currently running sea kayaking
courses.Andarequest will bemadeto
theNew ZealandWater Safety Council
thatitsavailability iswidely promoted
through the NZWSC newsletter.
SKOANZ should take an active role
alsoin publicizing and promoting the
LRB bothwith clientsandinstructors
and guides.

TheHandbook will beupgradedwhen
print runsaresold out and when mate-
rial becomes out of date. Additional
chapters are sought, plus and amend-
ments or changes to material already
in the handbook.

| would like to see a copy of the 2nd.
edition supplied gratisto al new pad-
dlersjoining KASK, and also a copy
supplied gratisto all existing KASK
members who join for the 98/99 fi-
nancial year, however this appearsto
be a decision to be made by the new
committee.

Expedition/Trip Database
At the ' 98 Coastbusters Symposium,
theconcept of creatingaNew Zealand
database ontripsand expeditionswas
discussed. After our September 1997
trip around New Caledonia, | sought
informationonthenet (through Sandy
Ferguson) if there was a database of
tripsand expeditionsanywherein the
world. It would appear thereisn't.

J
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( Anintegral part of asuccessful expe-
dition is planning and preparation. |
find the more thorough the planning
and preparation, the more enjoyable
and less stressful an expedition is. In
planning atrip to anew area, it would
make the task of planning and prepa-
ration alot easier if a database could
beaccessedwithrelevantinformation
on the area and contacts for more
information.

In 1997, Kiwi paddlers were abroad
in Turkey, Alaska, Solomon Islands,
New Caledoniaand Northern Queens-
land, all with very successful expedi-
tionsachieved. Thereisavast wealth
of knowledgelargely untappedin New
Zealand, of paddlers who have jour-
neyed to remote corners of New Zea-
land and the world. That knowledge
needs to be compiled into a database
that will be easily accessibleto future
trip/expedition paddlers.

Thelogical placeto start would seem
to be New Zealand, with compilation
of achronological database of tripsin
various areas, Northland, Fiordland
etc., with contact address and phone
numbers included. Then a separate
chronological database of overseas
Kiwi Expeditions.

Debbie Dunsford from Auckland has
kindly offered to tackle the role of
initial database compiler. The next
move from KASK isto define what
constitutes a trip/expedition worthy
of inclusion in the database (duration
or distance etc.), then flick up aform
on acomputer and send this out with
aKASK newsletter. Theinformation
could then be assembled ashard copy
initially and ultimately on a floppy
disc.

The concept of a KASK worldwide
database of expeditions and trips
would certainly be amarketableitem
asafloppy discoravailableviaemail.
And the use of cybermail would cer-
tainly help with compilation of such
adatabase.

I ncident/Accident Database
In discussion with Chris Gulley and
Jonathan lles at Coastbusters, we de-
cided there was a need for adatabase
to be compiled of al sea kayaking

incidents, accidents and fatalities in
New Zealand. Particularly from the
lessons that could be learned from
each accident etc.

Asmost incidents are decidedly em-
barrassing, KASK needs an aggres-
sive/inquisitive paddler who can act
as compiler for incidents, accidents
and fatalitiesin New Zealand waters,
with focus on lessons learned from
each incident. The American ‘Sea
Kayaker’ magazine has run some ex-
cellent articles on incidents compiled
by Matt Broze and George Gronseth
and the results were compiled in a
book recently.

Two recent rescues of paddlers have
involved commercial rental or guiding
outfits, both in Wellington Harbour
and Abel Tasman National Park. The
problems that led to both incidents
need to be noted with lessonslearned
publicizedthrough boththe SK OANZ
and KASK newsletters.

KASK Application tojoin

NZ Water Safety Council
In November 1996 | sought informa-
tion from NZWSC with respect to
KASK joining the council. Informa-
tion was also sought by Peter Sul-
livan and Glyn Dickson on joining
Federated Mountain Clubs (FMC)
and the New Canoeing Federation
(NZCF). At the 1997 KASK AGM,
we decided to join the NZWSC, and
an application was sent before June
1997. Since then the application has
not been sanctioned.

Asof 8April 1998, when | telephoned
AlanMuir, whoisExecutive Director
of NZWSC, the KASK applicationis
still pending. Criteriafor membership
are met, according to Alan, however
planned changes to the council con-
stitution relate to membership; this
seems to mean there is doubt as to
who should represent sea kayakers
on the council, SKOANZ, or NZOIA
or KASK.

A copy of thefirst edition of theKASK
Handbook (LRB) was sent to Alan
Muir to show that KASK is taking
a leading role in the promotion of
safe sea kayaking in New Zealand.
| included a request for avenues for

fundingof theprinting of LRB butwas\
informed that no sources of funding
were available.

In the phone conversation of 8 April
1998, | again requested funding for
printing of the2nd. editionof theLRB
but was told there was no funding
sources available. | then requested
promotion and publicity for the LRB
in the NZWSC newsletter. This was
agreed to, plus a possible listing on
a resource listing that the NZWSC
produces. This is an aternative to
KASK mailing all the polytechs and
high schoolsin NZ to advise that the
LRB isavailable.

The delay in the process of sanction-
ing the KASK membership has now
dragged onfor 12 monthsand thereis
afurther delay until the next NZWSC
board meeting in September 1998.
AsKASK hastaken on apivotal role
with promotion of safe sea kayaking
in New Zealand, it is untenable that
the KASK membership of NZWSC
is still pending. It is high time that
KASK penned aletter to the minister
of the department that fundsNZWSC
and requests some action regarding
the KASK application.

Conservation

Of growing concern is the demands
increasingly placed on facilities and
campsites in areas such as Abel Tas-
man National Park and the Bay of
Islands by the growth of commercial
seakayak outfits. Therearenow some
10 outfits offering kayak trips to the
Abel National Park, and at times |
understand it is difficult to find atent
Site at the established camp sites.
This overcrowding is diminishing
the wilderness experience for not
only paying clients but also the Kiwi
paddlers. If the Department of Con-
servation isonly interested in dollars
from guiding concessions and not on
overuse of facilities, it is time that
KASK ingtigated correspondencewith
both SKOANZ and DOC and try and
remedy the situation.

KASK’sRolein the Future
The ‘Sea Canoeist Newdletter’ was
instigated by Graham Egarr in 1988
as an informal network newdletter to
keep widely dispersed New Zealand
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(paddl ersintouch. Withtheburgeoning
growth of both commercia guiding/
rental andreal bloke/blokesspaddiers
in New Zealand, KASK was formed
as an incorporated society with the
aimof promoting and publicizing safe
sea kayaking. The newsletter, annual
forums and production of the LRB
have developed and maintained that
aim, but KASK in future years needs
to be more aggressive in its role of
promoting and publicizing safe sea
kayaking.

Each seakayak sold in New Zealand,
new or second-hand, should have a
pamphlet or A4 sheet extolling the
virtuesof joining KASK, and all retail
suppliers should have a colour wall
brochurepromotingtheroleof KASK,
and the benefits of joining KASK.
Where local sea kayak mini-forums
or network forums are held, KASK
should consider funding travel of
its expert instructors and lecturers
to these. There is a vast wealth of
knowledgerelatingto all facetsof sea
kayaking in New Zealand, and that
wealth should be utilized.

In Retrospect

In 1991, the first plenipotentiary
meeting of KASK was held in the
bathroom of Graham Egarr’s house
at Mapua. Thiswas after an unsatis-
factory discourse with an NZCA sea
kayaking commodore who attended
the1991 MapuaForum. Graham, who
wasreclininginhisbath and trying to
ease the pain of a cancerous growth
around his spine, had decided that
NZASK (New Zealand Association
of Sea Kayakers) was to be formed
and asked if | would be president,
on the condition that | would keep
my mouth shut. Graham’s concept
was that as an incorporated society,
NZASK would join the NZWSC and
thengainfundingfor both publications
and videos promoting saf e seakayak-
ing. | thought that KASK had anicer
connotation and rolled off the tongue
easier than NZASK, and that wasthe
start. Unfortunately Graham died in
September that year and | have not
kept my mouth shut ever since.

Graham’s untimely death was a sad
lossto all New Zealand paddlers. He
had a pivotal role with conservation

of our rivers and promotion of safe
paddling.

KASK has carried on with what Gra-
ham had intended, the promotion of
safeseakayaking, albeit alittleslower
than perhapsheintended, but wehave
continued with theannual forumsand
newsletter, and KASK collectively
produced the mother of all seakayak
handbooks.

KASK has kept the relevant govern-
ment authorities (NZWSC and Mari-
time Safety Council) informed of its
production of the LRB (gratis copies)
but had no success with funding for
publication of the LRB.

After sevenyearsasel presidente, your
omnipotence or Chief Guru, as some
unkindly havewrittentome, itistime
for a change of leadership.

Lastly my thanks to last year’'s com-
mittee. My special thanks to Phil
Handfordwhowasnailed thefinancial
side of KASK and is thus keeping
us sweet with IRD. And my special
thanksto our esteemed secretary, Peter
Sullivan who has kept me in check
(most of the time). Peter has been a
most efficient record keeper and also
sounding board for some of my cun-
ning plans.

Finally my best wishes to the new
committee for 98/99.

P. Caffyn

8 April 1997

LITTLE RED BOOK 2
or better known as

THE KASK HANDBOOK 2nd.

Edition.
The LRB2 is now available from
Helen Woodward, 82 Hutcheson St,
Blenheim Phone: 03 578 5429
E mail - h.woodward@xtra.co.nz

COSTS:
New KASK members: 1 free LRB2
Current members. $10+$1p& p
Nonmembers; $18+3$1lp& p
Make cheques out to KASK (NZ)
Inc.
KASK badges $15 + $1 p&p

TradeEnquiries, pleasecontact Helen
Woodward.

In the MailBox h

‘SEA KAYAKER’

If you haven't seen the June 1998
Issue of ‘Sea Kayaker’ Vol.15 No.2,
pick up onefromyour local seakayak
shop. It contains a cracker article by
Wellington paddler Macolm Gunn
on a 1996 trip to Tierra del Fuego.
The photos are excellent and those
paddliers who heard Malcolm dlide
show at the KASK Forums can be
reassuredthat Mal colm’sentertaining
way with words and terrible humour
transpose as well into written text.
An article by Malcolm appeared in
‘The SeaCanoeist’ Newsletter No.62,
but the * Sea Kayaker’ article is more
detailed and includes a map of the
area paddled.

| recall Malcolm with his slide show
introducing the three other members
of theteam, and describing threeof the
paddlers going home to pack for the
expedition, whereas Brent Harrison,
who is the proprietor of an outdoor
equipment shop, went to work. Well
the descriptions of himself and his
paddlingcompanionsinthe* SeaK ay-
aker’ magazine have been expanded
somewhat in a
‘meet the gang:

Brent Harrison, an outdoor equip-
ment retailer, mountain running
marathoner and general scapegoat.
He has owned more kayaks than
a medium sized Inuit village. He
thinksgaspacho isaSouth Ameri-
can cowboy, and can order coffee
in Spanish.

Peter Lenihan is an architect and,
therefore, not to be trusted with
any building materias. He thinks
a can opener is a creative kitchen
utensil.

Peter Gatesis acomputer systems
manager. He is fluent in Spanish,
and therefore quite useful. A tram-
per, climber and pilot, he can make
pancakesif closely supervised.

| am acomputer systems manager,
amarathoner and mountain biker.
My ambition isto beat Brentin a
marathon. | wasthe executive chef
of the expedition.’ y
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[If you aspire to write good sea kay-
aking trips reports, buy this issue of
‘SeaKayaker’ and have agood squiz
at Malcolm's article.

Other feature articles in the same is-
sueinclude:

‘Return to the Ooglit Islands’, a re-
visit to the barren coast of Canada's
Northwest Territories and ‘ Pictured
Rocks National Landshore’ whichis
part of Lake Superior.

“"FOLDING KAYAKER’
TheNovember/December 1997 Vol.7
No.6 newsletter contains afive page,
seven year comprehensive index for
theal the newslettersto date. If any-
one would like a copy of the index,
send me a book of 40 cent stampsto
cover mail and photocopying cost.

Back issue of ‘Folding Kayaker’ are
also available from the editor Ralph.
‘Single copies are US$5 apiece. Or-
der 10 to 20 back issues at one time
and they are US$4 apiece. If you are
a glutton for punishment and want
all of the back issues, you can have
them for US$110, which turns out to
be around US$2.50 to 3.00 apiece.
A warning: quite a few of the back
issues are photocopied as | ran out of
the original run.’

Contact address:

Ralph Diaz, Publisher
Folding Kayaker Inc.

PO Box 0754, New York
NY 10024, USA

email: rdiaz@ix.netcom.com

Back Issues
‘The Sea Canoeist
Newsletter’

| now have a box of past issues of
the newsletter, with limited numbers
of N0.50, 52, 54, 55, 56 & 57, and
upwards of 10 copies per issue from
No.58 to N0.73 (the last issue).

To order, list the issues would like,
include a $2 book of 40 cent stamps
per two issues requested, and post
me a folded self-addressed A4 enve-
lope with 80 cent stamp for mailing
to: P. Caffyn, RD 1, Runanga, West
\Coast.

In the Newspapers
From the 'Christchurch Press
20/01/98

Girl hooksthe big one
ajet skier

A eight-year-old Whangarei girl
caught more than she bargained for
whenher borrowedfishingrod hooked
ajet-ski at Whananaki North, 42kms
north-east of Whangarei. In a scene
reminisicent of an advertisment of In-
stant Kiwi, the unsuspecting jet-skier
whizzed under the footbridge where
Kelly Wilson, of Tamo, wasdanglinga
line. Family friend Trevor Thompson,
whoownedtherod, said thestriketook
everybody by surprise.

“a guy came through on his jet-ski
and sheactually got him. Therod bent
right over and shewas hanging on for
dear life.” The jet-ski was hauled up
and tipped over, tossing therider into
thewater. “Hewasn'timpressed.... he
cameout on hisjet-ski and said afew
things. It was his fault. He shouldn’t
havebeenzoomingaroundthere,” Mr
Thompson said.

shop/contacts/networks.

Phil Handford 10 May 98

KASK ADDRESSES
Helen Woodward for all subs and
purchases of handbooks & badges
Helen Woodward
KASK Treasurer
82 Hutcheson St, Blenheim
Phone: 03 578 5429
E mail - h.woodward@xtra.co.nz

Phil Handford

KASK President

104 Lake Road, Frankton
Hamilton

KASK SUBS DUE
Subscriptionsfor the1998/99financial
year are due on 31 March 1998.

Please send $20 chegue made out to
KASK (NZ) Inc. or folding stuff to:
Helen Woodward

KASK Treasurer

82 Hutcheson St

Blenheim.

If you do not receive newsletter No.

75, your KASK sub. isoverdue. This\
current n/l (No. 74) will bethelast on
the 97/98 KASK subscription. If you
do not have the KASK sub. invoice
that was mailed out with n/l No. 74,
please include address, phone & fax
number, plus email address.

SEA KAYAKING
NETWORK
CONTACT

ADDRESSES

Auckland Sea Kayak Network
Vincent Maire

7 Motuora Rd, Manly
Whangaparoa, 1463

Ph: (09)424 2293

Fax: (09) 424 0385

Canterbury Sea Kayak Network
Andy & Deirdre Sheppard
Ph: (03) 342 7929

Sea Kayak Operators Assoc. of NZ
PO Box 56 500

Dominion Rd,

Auckland.

Ph: (09) 630 7768

Fax: (09) 630 7768

Bay of Plenty Sea Kayak Network
Dusty Waddell

Ph: (07) 572 4419

Jean Kirkham

Ph: (07) 552 5982

Wellington Sea Kayak Network

Gill Johnston

Fax: (04) 471 0333

email: gill.johnston@ecnz.co.nz
Meetings: First Thursday of every
second month at Bivouac,

The Terrace, Wellington

Auckland Canoe Club

PO Box 3523, Auckland.
Newsdletter Editor: Julia Thorn
Ph: 09 575 3099

Deadline for material for n/l No. 75:
Late July. No. 75 newsletter will be
a wee hit late, due to an impending
SOPM, a serious overseas paddling
mission.

/
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If undelivered, please return to: Peter Sullivan, 7 Monowai Cresc. North New Brighton, Christchurch..
SUBSCRIPTIONS (98/99): $20 due 31 March 1998
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