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PADDLES AROUND THE KAPITI REGION
Bob McKerrow

The paddle from Paraparaumu around Kapiti Island and back to Paraparaumu is an
easy six—hour paddle in reasonable conditions, a distance of approximately 33km.
The island is a birdlife sanctuary and permission for landing needs to be
obtained. The south-western corner of Kapiti is the most beautiful part of the
izland with its rocky outcrops and spectacular archways that can be paddled
through. Make sure that you have a copy of Chart NZ4631 and work out the
direction of the tidal stream in the Raucterangi Chanrel, which can be up to 2
krots in certain conditions. ‘

Fapiti Island was the home of the great chief Te Rauparaha for many years and it
was from Kapiti that he embarked upon many of his cance voyages to  the South
Island. After reading accounts of Te Rauparaha’s numerous cance voyages south,
I deciced to repesat one of these - from Paraparaumnu, Kapiti to the Socuth Island.

On December 10 1988, after phone calls to the Met Office the previous evening
and to the Bakers at Cape Jackson earlier in the morning, I left from the south
of Paraparaunu, sole, at 9.43am. Conditions were perfect and [ paddled to the
socuthern end of Fapiti and headed on a bearing of Z22 degrees Compass for Cape
Koamard.

For the first three hours in brilliant conditions 1 was in a world of my own as
Rawrati, Faebakariki, Puberua Bay and Mana Island slipped by on my port side. I
was gaing with  the south ebb tide through the strait and was hoping to be off
the Srothers/Cape Foamaru around Spm, at which stage the tide would be flooding
rorth and woulc, hopefully, take me towards Cape Jackson. Arcund 4pm I was 2bm
morih-gast of the Srothars lslands and 1 seemed to be pinned to that spot for at

1f an how by the strormg local rip. As I neared Cape Moamaru a strong
Cly sprung up, gusting to 25 knots with willi-waws. At 5.320pm the
111 ebbfng south despite the fact that the tide table book showed

ot Been going norih. However [ recslled the words of my old -

mentcr, Turi Elhl,guon, who lived on D'Urville Islard for 40 vears and who bnew
the CTocok  Stralit area very well, "Sometimes the tide through Cook  Strait can

1

CoOnTinue onS wWay —or up o 12 nows, antg even 18 hours.” 1 hac obviously struck

d against the tidal stiream from Cape Koamaru towards
y norih-gacsterly and ore metire swells crashing onto mv
O houwrs 1S mirutes after leaving Paraparaumu, I arrived at
Cape Jackeon to be met by David Baker on his  farm bike. This was my thitrd
crossing of Cook Stiralt in 1988 and definitely my hardest.
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arvived at David’s parents home, Betty and Tony greeted me with a warm
welcome and instructions to have a shower, a meal and a beer. Tony and Betty
have lived at Cape Jackson for around 25 years and were recently awarded the QS0
for services to mariners. [ had phoned Betty that morning and said that if I
did not arrive at Cape Jackson by 8.30pm something would have gone amiss. I

also carried an EPIRB (Emergency Position Indicator Radio Beacon), flares and
plenty of emergency food and equipment

On Februairy 9 1989 I kayaked one of the remaining stretches of the Kapiti



coastline I had yet to paddle, from Hokio Beach (near Levin) to Kapiti Island.
This 42km stretch took us seven and a half hours, including a stop at the Otaki
River mouth, and two hours battling against the strong tidal flow in Rauoterangi
Channel between Kurukohatu Foint and Rangatira Point.

In early March I alsoc did another enjoyable salo trip from Raumati to Mana
Island (3 hours) where I spent an enjoyable day exploring the island and
kayaking around the various off-shore pinnacles and rocky outcrops. The next
day 1 paddled back to Paekakariki via Pukerua Bay.

For. anyone contemplating paddling in the Kapiti Coast/Cook Strait/Marlborough
Sounds area, get hold of the Mana Cruising Club guide ‘Cape Palliser to
Marlborough Scunds and Tasman Bay®. I have also compiled a lot of notes,
particularly relevant to paddlers, which I am very happy to share with anyone.

Bob McKeriow can be contacted at ’Adventure Magazine® Phore (09)371-469 or
PO Box 8900 Symonds Strest, AUCKLAND.

———gooloog—

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS: Recently retuwrred from a trip to North America and the
Vancouver area, Bevan Walker and Nora Flight dropped by home to fill me in on
the details. It seems they did a lot of paddling along the Pacific Coast using
borrowed kayaks. We will have to have a story sometime, perhaps a slide evening
at the forum. Ore thing Bevan did bring back was & parafeil kite for kayak
zsailing. Bevan recounted an cccasion when a number of kayaks rafted up and the
kite pulled +them along at a fast clip. A demonstration is obviously called
for-!

kelcome home also to Rick Hellriegel and Jim Napelka - both were at  the Sea
Fayvak Forum last February. Rick has been getting this newsletter since it
started, but never received the last few issues as he was floating around off
the Bast Coast of the North Island with Jim Napelka and two othersz aboard a
Capsized trimaran. [ am afiraid that I had given up on these fellows some time
450, but  the racic news of their arrival on Great Barrier Island was  a very
smotional momert. I guess there is a fair bit of catching up to do.

~—~ooolcoc——-
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ccmment is contradictory and not much help. I would have thought
gigned with the small boat owner in mind would have added details
that the New Zealand Pilot doss rot, given that +the Pilot was written for
shipping rather than small boats. I would have also thought that tidal
differences for laurching ramps would have been ore piece of information of




vital interest for the small boat owner — but this is omitted.

I am told that the South Island volume is scon to be published. Howevetr, it
seems to me that this book is hardly of any interest at all to those for whom it
was written, so don’t waste vyour money. It certainly is of very limited

interest to sea kavak paddlers.

Recently I was shown a draft of a series of coastal guides being prepared by a
prrivate company. The proposal is to publish & series of coastal guides covering
the entire country. The guide will use Topo maps From the Department of Survey
Land Information (formerly Department of Lands and Survey). These maps will
ave information such as water depths added fram nautical charts and there will
be & text describing dangers and local conditions. I+ this series is anything
ike the draft I was shown, then these books will be worth waiting for. The
Company reguires corpor-ate :DOWS”""th to ermable the guides to bz published at s
reasonable price but  that sponsorship has vet to be obtaired. I will let VoL
brow more details as they come to hand.

~——coolooo———

1990 BER KAVAK FORUM: This is to be held in Mapua, Neleon over the weekend 31
March/ 1 Apiril 1990, The main  theme will be kayak navigation and will inmclude,

sllowing, & night paddle along the Abel Tasman Natiormal Parl: coast.
Also at the forum will be Bevan Walker with his kayak sailing rig. A leaflet is
e

-~

nclosed. in order to gauge interest, those who would like to attend are
reguested tc complete the Form and return as soon as  possible. Please give
details of any other sublect vou would like covered so that we can include it in

the programme. Last vear we included catering for lunch and evening meal in the
cost of the forum, this year we will provide lunches, but not the evening meal,
so costes have been reduced accordingly.

——-0000o00——-

SUBSCRIPTIONS: I am afraid that it is that time of year again for most of vou.
Subsc-iptions for the next year, of eight issues, are row due. $6.00. This
works out at $0.75 per issue. A subscription form is enclosed for those whose
subsoription is now owing.

———pooCooo——-

Increasing interest in and use of Banks Peninsula waters is being made by sea
kayakers and other canoceisis. Tre importance of this coastlime is being
recognised in the setting up of a group by the Lyttelton Harbour Board called
"The Public Interests Committee’ whose task it is to assist with the Local
Govermment reorganisation. The Lyitelton Harbowr Board is being replaced by the
Banks Perninsula District Council, and some members of the Board have been
concerrned that the maritime interests of the public may not be sufficiently
‘recognised by the new body.

How does this affect kéyakers?

I+ you feel that insufficient concern is being, or has been shown to the
interests of environmentally acceptable users such as ourselves, it might be
wise for kaykers to look for the cpportunity to be represented. While these

comments refer to Banks Peninsula, it may well apply to other Harbour Board
areas.



NORTH ISLAND NEW ZEALAND'S

A GUIDE FOR CANOEISTS AND RAFTERS

A GUIDE FOR CANOEISTS AND RAFTERS

Graham Egarr

New Zealand, with its many rivers in close proximity, is uniquely well-endowed for

river running — by canoe, raft, dinghy or even rubber tube — and in fact this has

become in recent years the fastest-growing outdoor sport. New Zealand’s North Island

Rivers: A Guide for Canoeists and Rafters answers the growing need for a guide to plan-

ning and executing trips on all major and many of the smaller rivers of the North Island -
— from the thrill of shooting boulder-strewn whitewater rapids on such large, famous

rivers as the Rangitikei and Motu, to a quiet afternoon’s paddling on the lower Waikato

or the Hutt Rivers.

Graham Egarr has a lifetime’s involvement in water sport, and for the past 9 years

has been working for the New Zealand Water Safety Council.

Order from your bookseller, or complete the form below.

A David Bateman Book
ISBN 1-86953-002-0
213x 137 mm, 176 pp text plus 4 pp colour, limpbound

ORDER FORM Send to: David Bateman Ltd

P.O. Box 100-242
North Shore Mail Centre
Auckland 10

Name/Club:
Address:

Pleasesend me ___ copies of NEW ZEALAND’S NORTH ISLAND RIVERS at
$27.95 (includes postage, packing and GST).

Amount enclosed: $
Or charge to my (tick one): O VISA 0O BANKCARD [ AMEX
Account Number: Expiry Date:

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
If you are not satisfied with the book, return it to the publisher within ten days and your
moncy will be refunded immediately.




SEA-KAYAK FORUM 90

- THE BECOND NATIONAL SEA KAYAK FORUM will be held in Mapua, Nelson over the

weekend of March 31 - April 1 1990. It is intended that paddlers might stay in
the Nelson region for kayak trips the following week.

¥ THE FORUM: The forum is desigrned for all participants to contribute, rather

than have an expert lecture to you, or instruct. However, we.
have a number of people designated as session ’ leaders’ who wi{l
guide the discussions. The main theme for this year will be

kayak navigation, however we also hope to cover sailing-assisted
kayak paddling. As for last year, participants are expected to
discuss their own equipment and the manner in which they have
customised their craft. Again this year, we will have a kayak
manufacturer present to answer questions on design and

manufacture and we will alsc have equipment retailers present to
demonstrate new equipment.

The navigation session will include a night paddle at the
southern end of the Abel Tasman National Park. '
¥ PROCEEDINGS: Last year we promised to publish mrotes from the wvarious

workshops. Unfortunately we have yet to complete these, but hope
to have them out before Christmas. This year we will attempt to
be faster with the follow-up.

¥ EQUIPMENT: Participants should:bring kayak and associated equipment‘

including equipment for the night paddle - i.e. some form of
light. It would also make sense to come eguipped to camp out

that night too, perhaps on the beach at Appple Tree Bay or on
Adele Island.

% FOOD: In order to save time during the forum, we will provide lunch on
the Saturday and Sunday (filled rolls and drinks). This year we
will not be providing the evening barbecue ( too much

organisation for us) but we will have available a group barbecue
for you to cook your own meals.

X THE COST: $30 per person.

X THE GITE: The Forum will be based at the Mapua Leisure Park which is
situated on the sea coast and entrance to the Waimea Inlet on the

western end of Rabbit Island. The Leisure Park has cabins and
camping facilities - caravan and tent sites, spa pool and
entertainment for children. The Mapua village has a garage,
cstore and licenced restaurant. Craft and wire trails are
available for family members whose interest may not lie with the
paddling.

¥ REGISTRATION: If interested in attending the forum please let us krow as we
would like an indication of numbers. Also, 1f there is any
particular subject which you would like covered, please mention it
so that we can find someone to present the information.

SEA KAYAK FORLM

PO Box 26 Phone (0S4) 22-400
NELSON Fax  (054) 22490
556
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