LAST NOTES FROM
PAUL CAFFYN

Tenl in now bock in New Zealand,
however I think it is appropriate to
ound off hin 1eports with details
from his flast letter, received late
Aogunt end giving an account of the
lpot fow days of his txip in Aloska,

A vory suncemfyl trin ended at
IMune on thy evening of 10 August.
A totel of 2762 miles, 89 days, with
2 weather bound days and 8 reat
daye. 'That is about 30 miles per day
averape over thoe entire trip, or 35
miles per paddliug day. Paul eays
that he js quite chuffed with this
avesage tate conidering that he was
carrying all his water, food, camping
grat, clothing for the cold, etc on the
boais of quite long sections beforo
1e-atocking.

Tho keyak is now packed awuy at
Mome for the winter, go obviously
Poul s thinking of returning for
further paddling in the aren. Nome,
incidently, is about half-way sround
the coast of Alaska,

When Paul wrote, he was back in
Auchorege catching up on all the
activity, paddling wise. One chap,
Doug Van Etton led a suocossful
tenmr from Nome to Provideniya
which is in the Soviet Uniag, roughly
level with Nome but on the other
gide of the Bering Strait on the
Chukeld Peninsula, and needing guite
a trip up north before crossing the
Strait and then paddling down south
nlong the Soviot coast. The trip had
2 Japancee and 2 Russian paddiers,
Paul reporta that paddling on the
Soviet gide of the Boring Strait
sounds faotastic with very friendly
folk and many historical gites worth
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viaiting. Dong s propming &
gathexing of knyekora at Irovidoniya
in Avguat 1992 - gkin boats nnd all)

As far ga tho dnst fow weeks of Paul's
tzip wea concorned, he reponts that
the Kuskokwim-Yukon Deltn wea the
abaolute diabolical pits with mud
flats drying out 10 miles from the
tundea const, aul a divenal tidol
cycle, that is, enly one big fload tido
every 24 houra, and oven then the
tido only coming within 2 milen of
the solid ghoreline, Paul spent two
nighta atuck out on the mud flate, out
of sight of both the shore asnd the
gea. "Boy, was I gind to it a gravel
beach again!”

The last week wns mople, eaund
benches by limestono cliffn with
plenty of bird-lifo and eottled hot
sunny weathor, Paul mado the leat
173 miles into Nomo in 4 duys with a
33 mile crossing of Morton Sownd.

“The contact with tho eskime folk
hea been great. Bven saw old 'skin’
boats in thres villages (calice, not eeal

ekin). The boats in vae todny 210
sluminiuen  skiffs  with  big
ontboarda”,
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SEA KAYAK

MINI SYRMPOSIUM

Sicson Kayaks, Dave Reborteon and
the Aucklind Canoe Contre are
combining to run a weekend of gea
kayak instruction, demonetration and
kayak try-outs at Takspuna Beach on
QOctober 13 and 14 1llam to Gpm.
Theae two days nro by invitation only
¢¢ you will need to registor your
interest protty quickly if you would
like an invitation. These daoys ave for
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‘Batry lovel’ only but will get ea
involved na the participsats want to

get.  Regiater by writing to Sisaon
Induetrics, 8A Allan Streot, Molaon.

This will be the {irat of a number of
such events to bs run arpvnd the
country uoder the avspices of TASE,
TASK is the orpanisation that wes set
up in Mny sftor the Coast Dusters
sympusium, "TASK' comes from the
full titlo of the organiention - Tiade
vesncintion of Sea Kayaking, The
organinntion ia en indopondont body
of peoplo and compnnize involved in
tho manufacture, instruction asnd
promotion of sea keyaking. So far
sl the mnjor manufscturers of
Layoks, and maat of the nssociated
goar  retailers have joined TASK
along with the moin inatructor
organisationsfcompanien,

Whilo on this subject, makeo a note
that the Cosstbustors mecting in
Aucklnd poxt yemr will bo the
vicckend of April 26,2728, The Seca
Kaysk Pormn in Neleon will bo the
weskond of April 12,13,14 1991
(fortnight after  Haster).  Both
wonkenda will bo tun undor the
TASK orgeniention,  The Melson
Forum  with  be  completely
tecorganized and  much  more
gtructured than lpst yesr, with &
number of eveants running at the
gome tine £o that paxticipants wili bo
able to pick and choose those
subjecta/zotivities that interest them
moest.  Skill iostruction, including
rolling instruction, will be runpiong
throughout the weekend. Full
propgrammes for both events will be
circulated in tho noxt fow maontha.
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MORE ON
THE RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT LAW
REFORM BILL

The Resource Management Law
Reform Bill has been delayed
throvgh the house and the present
Government will not have it passed
this  geesion bocause  of  the
complexity of the Bill and the
unwillivgnees of the Opposition to
sllow it through without subatantial
modification.  This is unfortuaste
give the almast two years of public
conawdfafion that hus already guhe
into  drafting  the Bill The
Depactment of Consorvation  have,
however, pushed on with mattera that
telnte to the B, in particular the
diaft policy on cosstal management,
Thia document i» now available for
public comment, Becaugse it has
considerable impact on the coastal
area where gen kayakers paddle, I
would wrge =l paddlers to make
themeelves  familier  with  the
dosument. Rzgional Councils will be
working  on  comstal  managoment
plans that will put the policy into
cifect,

Public  submissions on  the draft
policy were called for, and were to
be into the Do Head Office by 5pm
on Friday 8cptember 14, Although
this date wili have passed by the time
you teceive this newsletter, because
of the delay in passing the RMLR
Bill, yor might still conpider a
submiczion. Submissions, and copies
of the dreft document can be
obtained from:

The Manager

Coaats and Water Section
Department of Conservation
PO Box 10-420
WELLINGTON
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FIORDLAND
EXPEDITION
PADDLERS WANTED

Sea kayakers wonted for a amall
group to do » Rioxdland tip (Yo Wae
Wae Bay to Doubtful or Milford
Sound) for 3 weekn, leaving early
February 1991 Pasticipents will
need to have relinblo roll, good lovel
of fitneos and a seuce of hwmnour.
Contact:
Eric Van Toor
39 Marsden Road
GREYMOUTH
Phone (0276908

ar (0277206 Bus.
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RESCUE

Last year, membera of the Kaka
Point Swrf Life Saving Club wero
presonted  with  the  WESIPAC
QUTSTANDING RESCUE OF THE
YBAR award, an award that js given
each year to a notable rescue within
the Surf Lifeanving movement. Tho
award was for a rescue of ecn
knyakers, and the story is worthy of
mention. Apparently two kayakere,
members of a amall pady of
kayakers, had been blown offaboro
gouth of Balchutha, A loeal
fisherman contacted the Surf Rescue
LR.B (Inchore Reacus Boat) crew.
The BB urew fownd the Dt
kayaker 1.5km offahore.  Ho wos
conscious  but  gufferivg  from
hypothenmnia.  The second kayskor
was eventually found clinging to a
reef 500m offshore, but boing
thrown abtout by the aurge of the
swell; belog washed off the xeef but
managing to scramble back each
time.

Robin Beattic, the IRB skipper, took
the reecue boat cloge in to the rock
end Stuart Bdens (JRB ctewman)
pwam SO0m to the rock, fitted a
reacun tiuba nnd monaged to bring the
kaysker back to the IRB.  Both
kayaker and Stuart were much
battered by the experienco when a
vinve wached them into a cleft in the
10ck.

Onee thoes two kayekess wero pshore
and intn en ambulance, the IRD then
returped  to een to loento  tho
remnindor of the pnrty, They were
found afier a one howr gearch,

Whon the dotaily of (hie yofortunnta
incident have been deacribad to other
gea kaynkers, tho response hna been
to reply with one of the following
cominents:

1. "Ch, but they were nat club
people”

2. "Yes, but were they real eea
kayokers, or were they
incxporicnced paddlers?”

3, "It this wouldn't have happened
had they boen wsing purpose-bullt
sea kaynks!"

Tho first comment Js  totally
frrelovant, the sccond j8 a cop-out
(what oxactly is a 'renl sea kayaker' -
bosy much experience do you noed to
qualify 28 a een kayeker?), and the
thitd comment iz an admission that
you need noither common ecnge nor
kil to go ren kayaking provided you
have the best equipment. People
who give ono of the sbove replica
digplay appalling attitudes to anfety.
About =8 appalling as the paddler
who recontly odvised  another,
inoxperienced paddler, that he could
po anywhere in a *Southern Light
paddiing it aolo. The fact is, the high
initinl stability of the larger double
gen kayaka  bave  Julled  aome
incompotent peddlers into thinking



that they are totally Qliut-praof

boata.

In May I happened to look up the
drowning statistics for kayakers and
canocista.  Since 1980 through until
May 1990 there have been 27 deaths
by drowning in kayaks and canocs in
New Zeatand. Gnly 10 of theao have
been on whitewater or swiftwater
rivers, that is about one third. All
the reat have been on Jakes, estussies,
or on comstal paddles. 4 were on
open coaatal situations and 1 on an
offshore trip (acroza to Great Barrier
Island).

It scoms to me that there is
gomething soriously amiss with the
way Layaking skills, at entry level,
are taught. My peiception ja that in
Now Zealand we have focused on
whitewater river kayaking to guch an
extent that we have loat sight of the
real necds of tho average paddler.
Bugic ekills should include deep-
water rtecovery procedurea, party
management, contingency planning,
and SAR procedures. The needs of
the sea kayaker, in terma of skills, ate
claser to the needs of the average
gheltered water paddler, than that of
the whitewater paddler. Whitewater
puddling skills need to be developed
upon a basic kuyak skills course.
When demonstratiog skills at the
Coastbsusters Sea Kayak sympogium
in Auckland in May, I wag vory
gurprised tlat 8o many participanta
regarded gsome of the skilla boing
demonstrated and talked about, oa
being new or in come way advanced
techniquea. These days, even cakimo
rolling s 4 Lagic techanque,

It is intercsting lo note (hut the
Canadian Park Service have recently
held a workshop of seu Layaking
experts and interested partics in
order to facilitate the developracnt of
gafoty standards. I have a copy of
the initial draft dizcussion paper
which will be used by the CPS o

dovelop their standards and the
requirements for sea kayak guidea.
The appendix to the discussion paper
ia enclosed with this newslettor. It
geoms to me that until you can eay
that you meet thege requirements, ot
pretty close to them, you have no
right taking othera out onto the sea
in kayaks, whether as a coramerical
operator, instructor, or club trip
leader.

In NZ we are developing a Code of
Practice for sea kayak hire operators
which will eventually come under the
control of the Ministry of Transport.
Unleas recreationnl sea kayakers got
their act tagether, the end result may
bo the imposition of standarda that
will to difficull to meat,
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QAJAQ

In a newly published book called
QAJAQXayaks of Siberin and
Alasks, David W Zimmerly Lua this
to say about tho different types of
kayaks of the Arclic

° The Greenland Eokimos designed
low-profile, low-volume gea kayaks
with & necedle shape and upswept
ends. Typically 17-18 fect long,
these narrow (about 19-inch) hard-
chined boata with their V-bottom
cross sections demanded the utmost
gkill from a paddlor. These bLoata
required that  their  paddler
continuslly  bulance with  cither
paddle or bady movements. The
Oreenlandors vespauded with over 25
capsize recovery techniques, both
gelf- snd team-rescue tactica.  With
his watertight eealskin porka sealed
tightly around the cockpit rim,
wriste, and head, the kayaker faced
capsizing  with  relatively  little
trepidution.

The boats’ ultra-low profile shed the
Arxctio gales well and was difficult to
gpot from a seal's-eye view. But the
low, flat decks offered little carrying
capacity for captured game. Instead,
the Greenland hunters wsually towed
their quarry home usging complex
toggle systema...”

It is the kayak of the western coast
of Greenland that modern gea
Layakera have chosen ss the model
for their recrestional craft. Owe
begins to wonder if it was the right
boat. However you wish to view it,
the kayak requircs skill on the part
of the paddier in order to bo aafe.

* Tho Baffin Islandera, who also
huntsd zor mamnaly  solved {he
soaworthiness/carrying capacity
problem in a second, far different
manner. They built wide, flat-
bottomed kayaks thut were go stable
that capsize recovery techniques
were not nocded, or at least not
learned. These mast stable of all
Axctio kayaks had flared sides and
high cockpit cosmings, nearly
climinating the neced for a spray
gkirt. They huad great game-currying
capacity atop their  broad, flat
afterdecks - up to 1,0001ba. The
design i8 rathor agile, but requires
hard paddling.."

Perhaps we ought to switch to these
latter type of kayak sa the madel
upon which to develop recreational
kayaks (or i8 'Qujuy’ tho correct
spelling?).
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